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EXT TEE: 

To Mrs. OxBE. 
S T length, after a long and tedious 
'F | abſence, I look forward to the happi- 
1 neſs of ſeeing my moſt amiable friend. 


I come, madam, to lay my laurels at your 
feet; but what kind of reception muſt I 


1 54 


; k - promiſe myſelf, when in your laſt ſprightly 
C B letter 
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letter you cry, I believe I ſhall make no- 


thing of you after all?” How mortifying to 


my vanity ! when, on the contrary, I expected 


to be complimented. by. you on the quickneſs 
of my apprehenſion, and my readineſs in im- 
bibing your lively leſſons. I was vain enough 
to imagine that I might with great propriety, 
as completely accompliſhed, 


my letter with 
0 


My charming friend! to whom I owe 
All that a captain need to know. 


But T have, it ſeems, hardly advanced one 
ſtep, made no manner of proficiency, and am, 
notwithſtanding all the pains you have con- 
deſcended to beſtow on me, almoſt as unpo- 
liſhed in ſome reſpe&ts as when you firſt took 
me under your tuition. You inſiſt upon it, 
that my heart could never have remained ſo 


long in my poſſeſſion, if I were, not natural- 


ly ſtupid and inſenſible. How ſhall I clear 
it from this cruel aſperſion? It is you, ma- 


dam, are to blame; ſince you have ſo re- 


fined my taſte, have infected me with ſuch 
an incommodious delicacy, that it is not an 


eaſy matter to find 
The maid that's 2 for love and me. 


0 1 am 


have .begun 
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I am however convinced, with you, that 
without ſome tender attachment, the aching 
void will remain, and all other amuſements 
appear languid and unintereſting. But what 


can I do? you, my charming friend, took 
upon you, my choice; in vain do I ſeek for 
the engaging lovely creature which your live- 
"> ly imagination drew. Does ſuch perfection 
really exiſt ? Yes,—you, madam, ſat for the 
picture; but never ſince have I been able to 
find one who bore the lighteſt reſemblance 
to that aniſhed piece. Can you then wonder 


that my heart is ſtill my own? it is with re- 
gret I make this confeſſion, ſince you tell me 
nothing but love can poliſh, can, by refining 
my ſentiments, render me worthy your friend- 
ſhip. But patience, madam ; the time may 
come, when you will no longer have reaſon 
to accuſe me of inſenſibility. It is in the 


country where Cupid keeps his court, it is 


there I expect to become his willing ſubject. 


If the town-bred belles have failed to move, 
the artleſs rural maids may have more power. 
Ah! I have a pre-ſentiment that the fatal 
hour is approaching, when I ſhall, bid adieu 
to liberty. Fatal, I ſay; for I feel my hi- 
2 therto inſenſible heart is not formed to love 


with moderation, and my firſt paſſion will 
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likewiſe be my laſt. Should that be unſuc- 
ceſsful, what will become of me? ſince in- 
conſtancy is not amongſt the number of thoſe 
faſhionable accompliſhments I have gleaned _ x 
| up in the beau monde. Take care of your 
0 pupil then, dear madam, and ere I venture 
to make an attack, lead me through the in- 
tricate meanders of the female heart, of which, 


Lo in ſpite of your ſprightly leſſons, 1 muſt ſtill * 
| - acknowledge myſelf fo ignorant. How ſupe- 


rior is your penetration! You have develo- _ 
ped the mind, and traced it through all its 


If turnings and windings, with as much facility : * 
| not only as if I had a window in my breaſt + 
| (for you ſee not through a glaſs darkly) but 


as if it had been expoſed naked and open to 
your view. Conſider, however, what advan- 
tages you have over me; I have only reaſon 
for my guide, a blind guide on theſe occaſions ; 
for what has reaſon to do with a female heart ? 


Your pardon, my charming ſriend ; this is 
4 no reproach, ſince thoſe dear hearts would 
loſe half their power if too ſagely governed 


i by that. While your bright- eyes, I ſays with 1 
* a ſingle glance penetrate to the very bottom 
of ours, nay you govern them at pleaſure, 
teach them to imbibe your ſentiments, . and 
J. | make 


** 
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make them what you pleaſe: is it then to be 
wondered at, that you ſhould be ſo thoroughly 
acquainted with what in reality you yourſelves 
form as you think proper? It is with pleaſure I 
ſubmit mine to your government and direction; 


make it, if poſſible, worthy of your friend- 


ſhip and eſteem, and my utmoſt ambition will 
be gratified; admit me once more to that 
engaging intimacy which I will ever ſtudy to 


deſerve the continuance of ; welcome me with 


thoſe innocent obliging careſſes on which I 
ſet ſo juſt a value Vou will find but little 
alteration in me O let me find you ſtill the 
ſame, and my wiſhes are accompliſhed. How 
impatient am I till we meet, till I embrace my 
worthy friend your huſband, till I again be- 
come one of that happy family ſo diſtinguiſn- 
ed for harmony and love! Fly ſwifter, ye 
lingering hours |—at preſent I live the moſt 
indolent, ſauntering life you can imagine. Sick 
of the town, and all its vaunted amuſements, 
I can hardly ever be ſaid to be thoroughly 
awake, but when roufed and animated by 
your charming letters. Write then, madam, 
were it only to make me ſenſible of exiſ- 

tence ; for all the reſt of my life is an in- 


ſipid dream: but May will come that ſweet 


firſt, the faireſt of the 


month! if not the 
- B 3 year 
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year, Then ſhall I ſee my charming tutoreſs, 
and the moſt worthy of men and friends. Adieu, 
madam ; the trumpet ſummons me to the field, 
with a very innocent intention however ; we 


may now beat our ſwords into plough-ſhares, 
and our ſpears into pruning hooks; and 1 


really think, were we with ſome of the an- 


cient heroes literally to do ſo, we ſhould em- 
ploy them to almoſt as good purpoſe as 
while they peaceably dangle by our ſide, or 
flouriſh in the no longer bloody field, to the 
admiration and delight of female ſpectators. I 
beg you will preſent to Mr. Orbe my moſt 


ſincere reſpects; and for yourſelf, madam but 
words are too faint; you know I glory in 


being 
Your moſt docile, 
moſt dutiful pupil, 


FpmMonD HERVEx. 
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LETTER Ih 
To Mr. HER VE V. : 


T is not the firſt time that, from a true 

regard to your happineſs and honour, I 
have ventured to declare my diſapprobation 
of your correſpondence with Mrs. Orbe. I 
believe your intentions, nay perhaps hers too, 
are at preſent perfectly innocent; you mutual- 
ly ſeek amuſement, but you are too young 
to have that prudent foreſight which by ex- 
perience and a more thorough knowledge of 
the world you might acquire. There is one 
precept however, which, if you pay a juſt 
regard to, will moſt effectually preſerve you 
from error—Abſtain from all appearance of 
evil, Do not think me too rigid ; be aſſured 
it is my regard for you which prompts me 
to warn you of your danger. You have the 
higheſt obligations to Mr, Orbe. Think not 
I mean to accuſe you of ingratitude by re- 
minding you of them—No, I am convinced 
never was a heart more ſenſible of them than 
yours : nay, you think perhaps you are mani- 


feſting it by the friendſhip you entertain for 


a wife who is ſo dear to him; but you have 
not reflected on the conſequences that may 
B 4 -.-. attend 


— I 8 
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attend that friendſhip Mrs. Orbe is young 
and beautiful; her worthy huſband, on the 
contrary, in the decline of life ; his worth will 
not make amends for that defect: indeed his 
marrying one ſo unequal in years, was per- 
haps the greateſt weakneſs of which he has 
ever been guilty ; eſpecially as he has a daugh- 
ter, whoſe lovelineſs will, I fear, be regard- 
ed with a jealous eye by a lady, who no 
doubt ſets a high value on her perſonal charms. 


It requires a greater ſhare of virtue than falls 


to the lot of the generality of women, to 
make even a tolerable mother-in-law; and I 


may add, it requires ſtill more to diſcharge 
the duties of a wife to one to whom they 


are united not through affeQion, but intereſt. 
Is not this the caſe with your fair friend ? 
Hitherto it muſt be owned her conduct has 
been irreproachable ; but I begin to tremble 
for the conſequences of your intimacy—you 
are young, lively, and ingenuous; you com- 


municate your ſentiments with freedom and 
honeſty: what woman would not be vain, 


would not be pleaſed, to contribute to the 
forming a heart like yours? but is it not a 
dangerous taſk? while ſhe is endeavouring to 
correct and govern your paſſions, will her 
own remain neuter? Her huſband regards 

555 
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3 you as a ſon; but I fear his lady will inſenſibly 


8 

e forget to view you in that light. The coun- 
1 7 try, where people have ſo much leiſure, and 
s | 3 where the charming ſcenes of nature ſo na- 


— wurally awaken tender and agreeable ſenſations, 


s is the place where you are going, to ſee and 
— to converſe with this charming woman: her 
' 1 ” huſband, almoſt continually engaged in aQs 
0 1 of benevolence, frequently from home, how 


5. 29 will you amuſe. yourſelves in his abſence? 
s you are both fond of muſic; ſhe has a fine 
o voice. Remember the advice of the ſon of 
5 5 Sirach, Keep not company with a woman 
+ © that is a ſinger,” &c. You read to her; 
we know what kind of books compoſe a lady's 
library, and how much they are calculated to 


ſoften and effeminate the heart. 
le You are impatient, my young friend, for 
nu Pour leave of abſence ; eager to return to 
that ſweet retreat from which you have been 
d abſent fo long, and where you have ſpent ſo 
1, 3 many happy days: but let me adviſe you to 


e pPractiſe a litile ſelf-denial; give up a plea- 
a ſure which you may in the end purchaſe at 
o too dear a rate; change your plan; recon- 
by HF cile yourſelf to the thoughts of a leſs agree- 
able journey: you have long promiſed me a 
u | B 5 viſit; 


10 TuT CarTAln 1n Lo vx. 
viſit; as you paſs Mr, Orbe's, in your way 
to my houſe, you may ſpend a day there, 
and perhaps prevail on him to accompany you. 
I know your taſte, and think I can procure 
amuſement that will make you ſome little a- 
mends for thoſe which out of friendſhip I am 
perſuading you to relinquiſh, We have an a- 
greeable neighbourhood ; and, though a bache- 
lor, the ladies do not refuſe to honour me with 
their company : need I add any other induce- 
ment? Come, there is one or two highly 
worthy of your regard, not the leſs ſo for 
an amiable ſimplicity of manners: you are 
not yet ſo much of the fine gentleman as to 
have loſt a reliſh for nature. Adieu! May I 
expect you? 


$0 I WE: Br: 4 
ww * - : 
VERY C2 ICC dar. NaN N * " 
8 n 4 po 
e 5 * : 
as STOR oe It 4 3 e 
, ECT IT, | 


LES 
N 


4 N 1 
of 2 1 # * 5 % q — 
r * Vo, EA a4 


* * Lo . 
ye RES , nl 
Wenne 


723% 
— es 9A 
2 e 
e 


* * 


Yours, 


- P 
Et FEES nn Spe, br 
Sy N © 9 06 . 3 > 


Crnarlts BELMONT, 


3 N 
. ee 2 


A | 
1 
5 
3 
— 
\ 2 
2 
N 
— 1 
CAST 
CE, 
D. 35 
3 £400 
2 1 4 } 
5/ 4 1 
+ 
x 1 - 
** 


4 8+ 


LETTER 


Tas CAPTAIN IN Love. 11 


4 4 | LEFT ER HE 


2 
0 To Mr. BELMON r. 
- 1 74 | 
4 3 1 Cannot help ſmiling at my ſage Mentor's 
friendly lecture; and for what? Be aſſured, 
: 4 9 my good Belmont, your fears are without foun- 
; 1 dation, your cautions needleſs, I may exclaim 
© with Hazael, & What! is thy ſervant a dog, 
„ that he ſhould do this great thing ??— You 


will retort, © he did it nevertheleſs :?—but 
ah, my worthy monitor, know me better 
than to imagine me capable of what you ad- 
moniſh me againſt. I ſhudder at the bare 
idea of a crime fo infamous; and ſhall I judge 
leſs favourably of an amiable woman, for whom 
you do not ſeem to have all the reſpect ſhe 
appears at leaſt to merit: —It is true, you 
have the advantage of me in experience, and 
a knowledge of the world ; but ſhall T. govern 
my opinion of the lovely ſex by that of an. 
old batchelor, who by his continuing ſo gives 
a clear teſtimony that he is not their friend? 
No, I muſt eſteem them, till, not from the 
judgment of others, but my own, I find them 
unworthy of it. Now, Belmont, let me aſk 
you, where is the danger of my correſpon - 
dence with Mrs. Orbe? where is the diffe- 
rence 
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rence between writing and ſpeaking one's ſen- 

timents? and ſurely you would not be ſuch 

a Spaniard as to debar the dear creature of 

thoſe innocent freedoms which are the privi- 

lege of every Britiſh fair. It is true, ſhe is 

a lovely woman; but never did nor ſhall her 

beauty excite in my breaſt any warmer ſen- 

timents than thoſe of friendſhip and admiration. 

Gratitude, religion, and honour guard every 

avenue to my heart! That beſt of men her 

| huſband has indeed been more than a father 
to me,——No, my friend, it is injurious ven 

to vindicate myſelf from the poſſibility of ſuch T 

a crime; be ſatisfied then, though I cannot 
comply with your requeſt, What excuſe can 

I make to Mr. Orbe who expects me? nay, 

would it not in ſome meaſure be pleading 
guilty, were I to uſe your needleſs precau- 

tion ?—You will perhaps lecture me again on 

the frailty of human nature, and bid me be- 

ware of temptations,- the more dangerous, as 

J arrogantly put ſo much confidence in my 

own ſtrength ; but are we not placed in 2 
ſtate of probation on purpoſe to exerciſe our 

virtue? nay, can thoſe pretend to any who 

never were put te the proof? In this caſe, 

however, I am confident I ſhall never be ad- 

ded to the heroick liſt of Joſeph, Scipio, and 

| Cyrus ; 
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Cyrus; ſince I ſhall meet with no trial to ex- 


2 erciſe my fortitude. Vou fay, the beauty of 
f 7M Miſs Orbe will be apt to create envy in her 
- V fair ſtep-mother. Is ſhe then ſo handſome ?— 
. 3 You have raiſed in me a curioſity to fee her, 
"© Perhaps you ſuſpect Mrs. Orbe is the cauſe 
; 9 of her remaining ſo long with her aunt; but 
. 7 retract your injurious ſuſpicions—I can give 
7 2 convincing proofs of the contrary : it is owing 
to the old lady's exceſſive fondneſs for her 
zniece; and her worthy brother has ſo much 
3 regard for her happineſs, that he cannot think 
K 4 of depriving her of ſo agreeable a companion. 
| | 

| I long to recall my child, ſaid he to me 
3 one day; but I cannot enjoy that pleaſure 
without robbing another of almoſt the only 


ſatisfaction ſhe enjoys in life; and ſhall I be 
ſo ſelfiſh? No; Heaven has been more libe- 
ral of its gifts to me than her; I have an 
amiable wife to ſupply the place of my Eliza: 
I continually hear of her welfare; ought I not 
to be ſatisfied? There is not, continued he, 
1 any ſituation more diſconſolate than that of a 
ſingle woman, when ſhe arrives at a certain 
it age. She ſuffers her youth to ſlide away 
without forming any endearing connections; 


as ſhe advances in years, ſhe finds herſelf "4 
_ pleted 
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glected as a uſeleſs member of ſociety ; her 
parents are no more, ſhe has no huſband or 
children to ſupply their loſs : thus 1s ſhe de- 
prived of every thing that can engage her af- 
fections, and loſes life and ſenſibility, even be- 
fore her exiſtence ceaſes. But why this to you, 
who are ſo well agguainted with the juſt and 
benevolent ſentiments of this beſt of men. He 
has no idea of excluſive happineſs ;—his in- 
deed conſiſts in what he communicates to 
others: and can I injure a man like this? 
Be aſſured, I cannot. He 1s acquainted with and 


approves the correſpondence, from which you,. 


Belmont, foreſee ſuch dreadful events. He 
was indeed the chief promoter of it. One day, 


after having been for ſome hours ſhut up to- 


gether in his ſtudy, we were informed Mrs. 


Orbe waited tea for us in the ſummer-houſe, 


we joined her immediately, but with leſs com- 
plaiſance than ſhe merits. I renewed the con- 
verſation her huſband and I had been engaged 
in when ſummoned to attend her. — Ah, my 
dear Mr. Orbe! cried ſhe, at laſt, weary of 
being only a liſtener, a truce with your learn- 
ing, I beſeech you ; upon my word, you will 
make the lad a mere pedant. See ! he already 
ſo far forgets himſelf as to talk before a lady 
on ſubjes he knows ſhe would be leſs amia- 

LY ble. 


* 
BY + 4 1 
1 
. 
1 
0 [ 
1 
29 
* 
1 
1 
r 
* 
2 
125 
= 
1 f 
= 
e 
. 
as”, 
. 
Ds 
E 0 3 
GE 
"ES 
N 
* 
2 
TAS 
£ up © 
* 
. 
78 
1 
1 
* 
Rs 
3 
1 
I 55.4 
7 * 
3 
2 * : 
= 
* p * 
p 3 
9 
? Fur Wd 
a 
*% 68 
3 
+ % 
"'% 2 x *. 
1 2 8 7 
SE 


1 
by. mY 2 > 
5 *. Yu; 
4 . 
* 
9 wh 5 55 
1 
9 3 
a 855 
1 
D 
* 1 
* ” x 8 | 
. 


. * A a 8 
. 
ä 


Tax Carr AN IN Love. 15 


4 ble if ſhe underſtood.— I ſtand corrected, re- 
turned I, ſmiling ;——How egregiouſly have 
1 miſemployed my time! You indeed, ma- 


dam, who are perfect in every female perfec- 


tion, muſt have been leſs amiable were you 
any otherways than you are. 


'* Wiſdom, in diſcourſe with you, loſes, diſcoun- 


tenanced ; and like folly ſhows. All higher 
knowledge in your preſence falls degraded. 


A flaming compliment ! faid ſhe, in the ſame 
tone; but I ſhould have been better pleaſed 
if a little more modern. Believe me, my good 
friend, to be a man of ſenſe is not ſufficient, 
If you would wiſh to render yourſelf agreeable, 
you muſt likewiſe know how with grace and 
eaſe ſometimes to trifle. Every body thinks 
themſelves wiſe enough ; they want not to be 
inſtructed, but amuſed. Let Mr. Orbe keep 
tbe management of your head, but chuſe a 
female tutor to embelliſh your mind.—It is 
our ſex alone who can give you a proper poliſh : 
you may reaſon with great ſagacity without our 
aſſiſtance, but it is we only who teach you to 
feel; and without that you can know nothing 
to the purpoſe. You are going into the army ; 
and what in the name of fortune has a ſoldier 

to 
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to do with all that pedantic jargon that for 
ſome time paſt you were ſtunning me with ? 
I can, added ſhe, laughing, enumerate in 
very few words all the qualifications you will 


have occaſion for: you muſt be brave, gene- 


rous, gallant, and ſecret; you muſt dreſs, 
dance, ſing, chat, make love, and fight: 
—add to theſe a daſh of levity and incon- 
ſtancy, and your character is complete; all 
the world will acknowledge you an accom- 
pliſhed chevalier.— Upon my word, eried Mr. 
Orbe, ſmiling, I do not think he could chuſe 
a better tutoreſs than yourſelf. 


Ah! behold a letter this moment brought me 
from that ſprightly fair one ! Now I fear will 
every impreſſion of your ſage lecture “ yaniſh 
ce like the baſeleſs fabrick of a VION, and leave 
& no trace behind.” 


Adieu! though I muſt deny myſelf the plea- 
ſure of attending you in perſon, yet a faithful 
tranſcript of my mind and heart ſhall every 
poſt be preſented to you; that mind which will 
always be proud of your correction, and will 


endeavour to profit by what you recommend 


as improvements. 


LETTER 
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LETTER IYV; 
To Capt. Hervey. 


NE of Mr. Orbe's conſtant queſtions 
for ſome time paſt has been—W hat day 


1 of the month is it, my dear? then adds, ſure 
win; it cannot be long ere we have a viſit from our 


young ſoldier.— Vou find you are expected, 


z my friend. Do not be vain, when I hint it 
is with ſome degree of impatience ; indeed I 


Ns 


4 F had almoſt ſaid, I promiſe myſelf a great deal 
of pleaſure from your company, I have a 


thouſand things to employ you in, while I 
ſhall amuſe myſelf by finding fault with e- 


"ft very thing you do; but they tell me you are 


# amazingly improved. I hope, however, you 
will not have the face to give yourſelf airs 
of conſequence to your tutoreſs 3 her to when 
you juſtly ſay you owe all that a captain need 
to know. 


I ſhall have no mercy on you if I find you 
the leaſt foppiſh or coxcombical; if you are 
tinctured with that affected politeneſs, thoſe 
apiſh manners, which, amongſt the ſillier part 
of our ſex, is miſtaken for good breeding. 1 


would have hes. poliſhed, but it muſt be the 
poliſh 
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£:75mmoaate one's ſelf to the capacity of thoſe 


dity do not bring it here, or we ſhall have 
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poliſh of a man of ſenſe. Indeed I hope 14 
mind like yours is not ſuſceptible of what is 5 
too often miſtaken for it: - you can upon oc- 155 
caſion lay aſide your military air with you 
regimentals, I ſuppoſe, to trudge with Mr. 
Orbe about his grounds. You can ſtill talk 1 
to him of his improvements, and with your N 
uſual frankneſs to his tenants and labourers— 
I can tell you, you will reap but little adnu- * 
ration and reſpect from your knowlege of the 
beau monde, if you are ſo much depraved as i 
to have loſt by it your reliſh for ſimvle na- +4 
ture, if you can no longer find ſome charms 
even in the converſat on of peaſants. Can 
you ſtil] laugh at their ruſtick plcaſantry, and = 
return joke for joke: ith that joyous, wag- 
giſh air that once made you ſo much tne 
delight? the true art of good breeding is to 


AE 
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we converſe with. I for my part, ſhall expe& 8 
you to be as much my humble ſervant as ever: 
you ſhall chat to me, read to me, walk with | 
me, and, when I am in a humour for it, 
ſing to me. You are juſt the kind of man 


I would wiſh to teize all day long; but a- 


propos, how ſtands your heart affected? have 
you yet diſpoſed of that incommodious commo- 


you 
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3 | . : 2 | yu 
de you playing the fool with ſome of our rural 


t is nymphs; and to trifle with them would be 
| OC- 455 eruelty; to go greater lengths, a crime of 
„our which no man of honour would be guilty. 
Mr. They are not like thoſe damſels I recommend- 
tall: | ed to you by way of amuſement 3 your incon- 
Fancy would only wound their pride; they 


our | 5 
Vould purchaſe admiration even at the expence 


Fas 


s 
> a 


of that mortification z others equally welcome 


Another and another ſtill ſucceeds, 
And the laſt fool's as welcome as the former. 


But here our artleſs maids would catch the 
0 flame you only affect; and, like the frogs in 
the fable, it would be death to them, though 
W ſport to you. Let me have no ſuch modiſh 
7 gallantry practiſed here then, I beſeech you, 
1 ſquire. Learn to reſpect innocence in what- 
ever ſtation you find it. 


What had M elſe to ſay? I reſerve my uſual 
7 leQures till our meeting. I ſhall then again 
renew the ſentimental part of your education, 
and will lead you through the yet unexplored 
meanders of the female heart. Mr. Orbe will 
be diverted with our ſprightly diſſertations, 
though he will ſometimes lay down his book 

| : with 
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with a ſmile, and affect to chide us for inter- 
rupting him with our prattle. Vou will not 8 
now, I preſume, be ſo little of a beau as 
to leave me as you uſed to do, half the morn- 
ing by myſelf, with nothing to amuſe me but A 
ſimple plain-work, while you two, cloſeted 
together, ſit poring over muſty authors. You 
are by this time convinced that learning 
is a kind of old-faſhioned lumber, which a- 
mongſt men of your profeſſion you have very 
ſeldom occaſion to make uſe of.— How often 1 
have you made me laugh by the deſcription 1 
of your converſation amongſt the beaux eſprits 9 6 
of the age !—You ſhall now-and-then, by # 
way of amuſement, treat me with ſome of 
their jargon.— Come, my friend, I will chat 
no more with you at preſent ; you will have 
enough of it when we meet. Adieu! 


ETHELINDA ORBE. 


LETTER 
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1 E TT ER v. 
To Mr. BELMONT. 


; 3 E RE am I, my dear Belmont, happy 
i” in the company of the friends I reſpect 
B and love; happy in ſpite of the needleſs ſcruples 
; 5 you with well-meant zeal endeavoured to raiſe 
in my breaſt: believe me, ihey were needleſs; 
for I muſt be a monſter could I injure any 
of ; man in ſo tender a point, much more the man 
I regard and reverence with the ſame warmth 
bol affection I ſhould do a father. Early de- 
Z prived of one, how generouſly has he ſupply'd 
= that loſs! I am convinced too this lovely wo- 
man has a mind as ſpotleſs as her form; what 
grace, what becoming eaſe, did ſhe mix with 

her kind careſſes on my arrival; while the 
generous Orbe welcomed his adopted ſon with 

an affection as cordial as he would have done 

a real one! How rare are ſuch inſtances of 
friendſhip as that which ſubſiſted between 
my father and this excellent man! it extends 

to his offspring; death itſelf could not break 

the endearing connection. When the firſt 
tranſports of our joy had a little ſubſided, Mrs. 
Orbe, turning to her huſband with her uſual 
vivacity, How, my dear ſaid ſhe, ſhall we enter- 
tain this gay ſtranger? thoſe formidable regi- 


mentals 


| 
1 
4 


| damſels, that J believe we muſt give up hell 1 


believe me, I have acquired ſo little delicacy 


to prefer nature to affectation; ſo I beſeech you 


with me, for you will no longer find room to 
accuſe me of lazineſs. 
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mentals will ſtrike ſuch awe into our rural T 
- Jy 
thoughts of our muſick-ball ; for they will not ! b BB 
dare to come within arm's kegel of a creature 4 . 
from whom they may juſtly expect ſo much 
danger; and your delicacy too, added ſhe, lo- 
ing at me with a ſmile, will I ſuppoſe be % 
hurt to ſee them friſking about, with untaught # 
native ſteps, after having been accuſtomed to 
the ſwimming, mincing, and pretty tripping of 9 
your town-bred belles. "OY 


'The formidable regimentals, returned I, in x 
the ſame tone, may eaſily be laid aſide ; and, 


by my travels, that I am ſtill ſtupid enough 


ſuffer me to partake of the propoſed amuſe- 
ment ; but do not be too forward to engage 


When you left us, led ſhe, you were e light- 


headed and light-hearted ; if you have added 
light heels to theſe perfeQions, what woman can 
deſire more? but I fear the laſt is a meer boaſt. * | 
Come, however, and let me put you to the 7 0 
proof. = t 


1 led 
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ral | 3 | led her to the lll here a number of Mr. 
the 1 Drbe's tenants, With their wives, ſons, and 
not A 13 were aſſembled. The neat ſimpli- 
wh ity of their apparel, their chearful looks, and 
A nconſtrained innocent mirth, gave me the 
"Higheſt ſatis faction; a ſatisfaction ſuperior to 
1 ny I had ever taſted in the moſt brilliant aſ- 
ſemblies. Without laying aſide the dreaded 
"FFecgimentals, I found means to render my com- 
of | 3 any agreeable to our worthy neighbours.— 
How do the proud deceive themſelves! while 
they imagine they are eſtabliſhing their impor- 


tance, they excite only hatred and contempt. 
dl, There is a certain affability of manners, which, 
„ vwithout condeſcending to too much familiarity, 
h | ill take off all uneaſy reſtraint from thoſe we 
u converſe with, at the ſame time that it in- 
— ſures a proper reſpect. Mr. and Mrs. Orbe 
e 1 eminently poſſeſs this happy talent; J endea- 
voured to follow their example, al entered 
+ with unaffected ſpirit into their innocent mirth 
| and feſtivity. 
| #7 My agreeable partner was all life and gaie- | 
n' | | ty. She told me I acquitted myſelf tolera- 
= MH well conſidering - every thing. Come, 
; 4 come, faid ſhe, you are not quite ſo much of 


2 5 
the beau as might have been expected; I be- 
81 lieve 
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lieve I ſhall make ſomething of you at laſt, # 4 
Do not be vain when I tell you I overheard 1 C 
ſome of thoſe roſy damſels pretty warm in your 
praiſe; whether it was the ſmart cock of your 4 . 
hat, the cockade hung on, with that ſtudied air "0 | 
of negligence, or the killing ſhoulder-knot, HK 


that did the execution, I ſhall not pretend to 1 
determine; but it is certain, amidſt thoſe attrac- » 


tive decorations, the poor man ſtands a great 
chance to paſs unnoticed. Some of your old 
friends have carried their obſervations a little 
farther ; they have been talking to Mr. Orbe 
about you, and with approbation. Take cour- 
age, my friend, thoſe people are not accuſtom- 
ed to flatter; and let me tell you, whatever 
your notions may be, I look upon them as no 1 
bad judges of true merit.— Ah!] he is juſt the * 
ſame frank-hearted, kind, lively, young gen- 
tleman he ever was, ſay they. I ſmiled—But 9 
what am I doing? continuedWQſe ; there was 


= 
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* a ſmile of ſelf-complacency ; I have gone too 

| far; I ſee it would be an eaſy matter to ſpoil 
| you,—T muſt humble you again; and 3-propos, 
j what now is become of your boaſting? you 
| are already half dead ; another dance will abſo- is | 
* lutely do for you; that indolence will meet 8 
with no indulgence here; ours is a life of ac 
| tion; our buſineſs, our amuſements, how- 
ever trifling, are entered into with ſpirit and 
; alacrity : 


TAE CAPTAIN IN Love. 25 
alacrity : you muſt not now expect to ſaunter 
out the tedious day, picking your teeth, and 
« whiſtling as you walk for want of thought.” 
I told you I had a thouſand things to em- 
ploy you in. Come, let us join the ſet.— 
Away ſhe tripped. 


O Belmont! what pleaſing ſenſations do 1 


experience, to find myſelf once more in the 


delightful place where I formerly ſpent fo 
many happy hours! We have naturally a par- 
tiality for the place of our nativity; it has 
now to me all the charms of novelty, as Mr. 
Orbe has made a great number of judicious 
improvements ſince I was laſt here, It is with 
infinite delight I reviſit the ſcenes of thought- 
leſs gaiety and puerile amuſement ; to day 
our amuſements have been leſs tumultuous 
than for ſome time paſt, but not leſs agreea- 
ble. Mr Orbe is, you know, a great reader 
the morning was ſpent in his library, his lady 
favoured us with her company. This is your 
old way, ſaid ſhe, entering with her uſual 
gaiety, but think not you ſhall exclude me 
from your party; you will no doubt make 
many ſage reflections; but our ſoldier at leaſt 
will, I ſhould hope, have no objections to a 
few from my ladyſhip; which if leſs ſolid, 
Vor. I. C 7 
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will at leaſt be more ſprightly.—— What ſay 
you, captain 7— That your taking your ſeat 
there, leading her to a chair (returned I ſmil- 
ing) will infinitely add to the entertainment 
Mr. Orbe has promiſed me. I ſhall be all 
attention to your remarks ; it is time you 
had reſumed the province of my tutoreſs. 


She ſat down, and employed herſelf upon 
the ingenious labours of her needle. Mr. 
Orbe read to us, not without being frequent- 
ly interrupted by her lively comments. She 
has a ready command of ideas, a ſoft har- 
monious voice, though ſhe expreſſes her ſen- 
timents with vivacity. But you know her, 
Belmont; why then ſhould I deſcribe her 
to you? I think, however, ſhe is improved 
ſince I laſt ſaw her, or I was leſs attentive, 
and did not examine her ſo narrowly. How 
could you ſay Mr. Orbe's marrying this 


charming woman was the greateſt weakneſs he 


has ever been guilty of! there ſpoke the old 
bachelor; but reflect, and you will no longer 
condemn him: he is arrived at that time of 
life when one loſes their reliſh for amuſe- 
ment; ſociety is now almoſt the only thing 
which can give him pleaſure, Was he not 
wiſe then. in chooſing a companion ſo agreea- 

os ble ? 
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7 
ble? one whoſe vivacity may temper his gra- 


viiy, and prevent its degenerating into moroſe- 


L | neſs ?—We wait only for the return of his 
7 daughter to complete our felicity : my curio- 
® ſity to ſee that young lady daily increaſes ; 
pyou firſt raiſed it; and the warm encomiums 
"2 beſtowed on her by her friend augment it. 


There is no ſuch name known between them 
as mother and daughter-in-law ; they are ten- 
der and amiable friends, who vie in promoting 
each other's happineſs. —Adieu; Mrs. Orbe 
commands my attendance. 
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EET TER FL 
To Mr. BELMONT. 


O U have, no doubt, received Mr. Orbe's 
friendly invitation: need I add my ear- 
neſt requeſt that you will comply with it? 
I ardently wiſh for your company. Mrs. 
Orbe joins in the invitation, though ſhe drol- 
ly ſays ſhe does it with fear and trembling : 


he is ſo critical an obſerver, ſaid ſhe; and I 


believe we muſt confeſs, a moſt judicious one : 
for that reaſon there is no man alive I ſtand. 


half ſo much in awe of, becauſe there is no 


man's eſteem I ſhould be more ambitious to 


ſhare. Prithee aſk if he cannot prevail upon 
himſelf to unbend a little, and not to be fo 


very, very wiſe, or I ſhall certainly be tempt- 
ed to teaze him. Tell him too, that I will 


never pardon his continuing an old bachelor, 


without he can prove he has by the fatal per- 


verſeneſs of his ſtars, unfortunately addreſſed 
himſelf to three coquettes, three jilts, and 
three prudes. In that caſe I will try to make - 
ſome allowance for his unnatural prejudicy a- 


gainſt us poor females. , 


She 


* 
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She has taken the pen, and is going to ſpeak 
much more to the purpoſe for herſelf. 


By Mrs. ORB E. 


What a ſtrange idea will you form by 


what this wretch ſays of me! what an ap- 


pearance of levity! but you, fir, know a 
little of me; and know, that though not over 
wiſe myſelf, I reſpect wiſdom in others. 
He fays juſtly I am ambitious of your eſteem : 
let me then beſpeak your favourable opinion, 
which I will endeavour by my conduct to 
merit. Come and inſpire your thoughtleſs 
friend with ſome of your ſolidity: does he not 
complain to you that I chide him almoſt e- 
very hour of the day? he is a ſtrange indolent 
creature! and I will lay my lite, though not 
ſo cordial a friend to our ſex as I could wiſh 
you would be, a thouſand times more atten- 
tive and aſſiduous. Take him to taſk for his 
behaviour laſt night; when, for his amuſe- 
ment, I had collected all the modiſh belles in 
our neighbourhood, I did all in my power to 
ſhew off my pupil to the beſt advantage; 


and they, no doubt, expected a great deal of 


taſhionable gallantry and high flown compli- 
ments. How were they diſappointed ! not one 


C 3 bon 
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bon mot! not one attempt to be witty !—our 
friend was as eaſy and indifferent as if he had 
been in company with half a dozen of his maid- 
en aunts : nay heeven (mildly indeed) frequent- 
ly ventured to diſſent from their opinion; and 
yet the good-natured fair ones condeſcended to 
be pleaſed with him.—But what return did he 
make for this favour? I aſked him how he 
liked our viſiters? Not at all, faid he, with 
the greateſt unconcern; though, added he, I 
am in ſome meaſure obliged to them, fince 
their inſipid converſation will give a double re- 
liſh to that which they have too long interrupt- 
ed.—Were you always thus indolent and in- 
different in company of the ladies? cried I, I 
wonder how they had patience with you! 
Perhaps they had not, returned he, ſmiling ; 
yet I knew how to make diſtinctions; and 


though no flatterer, endeavoured to manifeſt 


my regard for merit. If I am not a general 


admirer, blame yourſelf ; ſince it is you that 


have tinctured me with a perhaps incommo- 
dious delicacy. | 


You find, Mr, Belmont, he can ſay a civil 
thing now-and-then; but upon the whole, I 
fear he will never rſt the appellation of a 


beau, a pretty fellow, or what is generally 
called 
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called a fine gentleman. There I have taken 
my revenge ; now let him reſume the pen, for 
fear I have wearied you with my chat. 
Come and ſpeak in your turn; I pronuſe to 
liſten with pleaſure and attention, 


So I am a mere ruſtick, it ſeems. I be- 
lieve I had better not attempt to vindicate my- 
ſcif from the charge ; though I really thought 


laſt night I had acquitted myſelf to admira- 
tion. To ſay truth, I was highly difguſted 


with our company. I enjoy the unaffected 
native ſimplicity of villagers ; but the airs of 
your half-bred ladies are intolerable ; thoſe 
who after a month's reſidence in the gay me- 


tropolis, come down brimful of importance to 


figure amongſt their country neighbours, who 
can talk of nothing but people of faſhion and 
faſhionable amuſements, aukwardly aping their 
manners. This was the caſe with our laſt 
night's belles: three fiſters, daughters of a 


neighbouring ſquire, who had been indulged. 


with a viſit of a few weeks to a city aunt, 
with two other ladies, who for the firſt time in 


their lives had ſpent half the winter there, 


were our party But from ſuch an inundation 


of | impertinence the Lord defend me 
Do 4 Heavens! 
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Heavens ! Mrs. Orbe (cried one of them) 
how can you endure the odious country ?— 
were I in your place, I ſhould teaze my lord 
and maſter to death till he conſented to let me 
ſpend halt the year at leaſt in dear London. — 
Oh! to live any where elſe, is merely to exiſt, 
to breathe; it is there alone we may be ſaid to 
enjoy life. And you, captain, how in the name 
of fortune do you make ſhift to kill the te- 
dious hours? do you not think with a ſigh on 
the enchanting drawing-room, charming Al- 
mac's, and the divine opera, plays, routs, 
Ranelagh, Vauxhall, Marybone ? — She was 
out of breath—Add too (ſaid I, ſmiling) the 
wax-work and lions in the Tower.—You may 
ſmile (returned ſhe) but I poſitively think the 
lions are ſweet fierce looking creatures.—As 
to the wax-work, you banter me; for you 
know no people of faſhion go to ſee it: though 
my aunt would drag me there ; but then we 
went incog, merely for a frolick. — Incog ! 
(cried another lady, who had unfortunately 
never heard the expreſſion) pray what 1s it to 
go incog ?——W hy to go incog (returned the 


other, a little embaraſſed by the queſtion) is 


to go upon a frolick ;—is to go—in ſhort, it 
is to go without knowing where one 1s going. 


—— Very 


'- "IIB 8 3 
n 
4 b va. hy, 


- 


— 


— ) H ts GK (WY = Oo 


7 @ 0 WW. ny 


8 
Ld 


—— 


P . 7 
\ 
FR 
4 


Tut CAPTAIN IN Lo vx. 33 


Avery prettily explained, ſaid Mrs. Orbe, 
archly : So then a perſon who has loſt himſelf, 


may be ſaid to be going incog. 


But no more,” Belmont, of the infipidity of 
theſe faint copies of bad originals. What 
pity. it is they were ever ſuffered to ſtray be- 
yond the ſmoke of their fathers chimnies ! they 
have juſt glean'd up folly enough by their travels 
to render themſelves ridiculous in the coun- 
try, without qualifying them to make any figure 
in town; and they, have juſt ſeen enough of the 
latter to ſpoil their reliſh for the former, where 

they are nevertheleſs condemned to reſide.— 
Thus by extending their wiſhes to what is 

out of their reach, they deſpiſe the bleſſings 
in their power. Well would it be for the 
country gentry, nay even for the nation in 
general, if a journey to London was as diffi- 
cult an undertaking as it formerly was: it 
would prevent many a Sir Francis Wronghead 
from expoſing himſelf in town, prevent many 
a wife and daughter from the no very advan- 
tageous metamorphoſis of a good houſewiſe into 
a fine lady; at the ſame time that it would put 
a ſtop to the almoſt univerſal corruption of 
manners, by preſerving the country people at 
Ce leaſt 


34 Taz CarTam IN Love, 


leaſt in their native ſimplicity. Nor are theſe 
all the advantages that may accrue from it; 
the gentlemen would apply themſelves to the 
cultivation of their eſtates ; their reſidence in 
the country would inrich it ; agriculture would 
flouriſh and be encouraged.—But I need not 
enlarge on this ſubject, ſince you are much 
better qualified to make reflections of this na- 
ture than I pretend to be, What led me in- 
to them, was a converſation we fell into af- 
ter our viſiters left us, wherein Mr. Orbe 
diſplayed his good ſenſe and knowledge of 
mankind.— But a-propos, as Mrs. Orbe ſays, 
you no doubt expect anſwers to the impor- 
tant queſtions in your laſt.— What a minute 
catechizer you are! and what a ſtrange ſuſ- 
picious creature is an old bachelor !—Ought 
I not to be offended ;—But come, I will en- 
deavour to be patient. — In the firſt place, you 
aſk why ſo much of Mrs. Orbe? Can you 
find no other ſubje& to entertain me with 
but her praiſe ?—No, none; except of her ex- 
cellent huſband, who is ſo worthy of my pen; 
and has he not his ſhare ?=Secondly, do I 
not find more pleaſure in her company than 
in that of any other woman ?—Yes; becauſe 
no other woman I have yet met with has half 


her perfeQions.—Thirdly,—as methodical as 
you 


vW 


her” IN 
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you pleaſe, my friend; is there not a kind of 


| ſoftneſs, rather approaching to tenderneſs, mix- 


ed in my friendſhip for her ? a ſenſation which 
I do not experience for my friend her huſband ? 


Stay — Let me reflect: — Yes; I believe 


there may; but the difference of their ſex 
and character will eaſily account for it. 
His age, his wiſdom, and gravity, command 
my reverence and reſpect : her beauty excites 
my admiration, her youth and vivacity make 
me converſe with leſs reſtraint, and more 
gaiety, than I can with Mr. Orbe. Her ſex 
too intitles her to a treatment more tender 


and aſſiduous But where is the crime of all 


this, thou woman-hater? I dare anſwer for 


the purity and innocence of both our hearts; 


ſne is as free, nay even more ſo, of her oblig- 
ing careſſes before her huſband as when we 
are alone together. I am convinced ſhe har- 
bours not one wiſh or thought in her breaſt, 
that ſhe would not frankly communicate to 


the man who is ſo eminently poſſeſſed of her 


confidence and eſteem.— Vet ſtill the burden 
of your every epiſtle is Take care; guard 
your heart; watch over its emotions. —I thank 


you for your well-meant friendly cautions 


but in my turn let me give you a hint; the: 
tree of knowledge might in all probability 
| | have. 


36 ThE CaPTAIN IN Love. 


have remained untouched, had not Eve been 
ſo often reminded that it was forbidden. Did 
you ever hear of people having any thing put 
in their heads which they perhaps would never 
have dreamed of, but from being cautioned 
againſt ?—Do not take ſo much pains to con- 
vince me of the weakneſs of human nature ; 
or, if I fall, you will have furniſhed me with 
an excuſe. There may be danger in thus giving 
me a miſtruſt of my own ſtrength : if you make 
a coward of me, you muſt not wonder if I am 
conquered. Do you not know, with all your wif- 
dom and experience, that the beſt ſpur to noble 
actions is to believe ourſelves capable of them? 
No more lectures then, unleſs you come and de- 
liver them in perſon. Oblige us with your com- 


pany, my dear Belmont, and be yourſelf my 
guard, ſince you dare to miſtruſt me. 


Mrs. Orbe oh! cry ye mercy though 
what ſhe ſaid juſt now was well worth repeat- 
ing; — but to puniſh you, I will not. If you wiſh : 
to be cordially reconciled to me, come and meet 
my advances half-way. Adieu, 


LETTER 
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LETTER U 


To Mr. BELMONT. 


That provoking unſeaſonable buſineſs, to 
obtrude itſelf at this time! We made 
ſo little doubt of your coming, that Mr. Orbe 
and I have ſor this week paſt rode out eyery 


= evening in hopes of meeting you; when at laſt, 


| behold a letter inſtead of my friend, an un- 
welcome meſſenger of ill news. How ſevere 
was my diſappointment !—I began to think 
your preſence here would not only be agreeable, 
but in ſome meaſure neceſfary,—Now do not 
ſhake your ſagacious head, with Aye! I told 
you how it would be!—though this much I 
will condeſcend to confeſs ; you have ſucceeded 
in making me miſtruſt myſelf, vile preacher 
as you are! But think not I can be guilty 
of a premeditated crime no ; if I do fall, 
my fall muſt be involuntary.— But let me tell 
you what gave riſe to theſe injurious ſuſpi- 
cions of mylelf—for they are, they doubtleſs 
are, injurious —How happy was I till now, ſe- 
cure in conſcious innocence |—You have made 
a coward of me. 
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Laſt night ſome young people of the neigh- 
bourhood ſpent the evening with us. Mr. Orbe, 
though naturally of a ſerious caſt, is yet the 
firſt to promote innocent mirth and chear- 
fulneſs. We were diverting ourſelves at ſome 
of thoſe amuſements, which, however child- 
iſh, in order to accommodate ourſelves to 
the taſte of our country gueſts, we thought 
it no reproach to our wiſdom to engage in,— 
In redeeming the forfeits, Mrs, Orbe was 
commanded to ſalute me.—She has embraced 
me a hundred times without the leaſt embar- 
raſſment on either ſide ;—but now I obſerved 
her bluſh.— Ah! Belmont, at that moment 1 
felt an unuſual emotion: I forced a ſmile, 
however; and inſiſted on her paying me the 


penalty,—She almoſt inſtantly reſumed her 


uſual eaſe and freedom.—Wretch (ſaid ſhe, 
with rather an affeſted laugh, approaching me) 
you might, I think, have been polite enough 
to ſave me the trouble; but here, take your 
kiſs ;—though more than you deſerve.— What 
ſhall I ſay, good Belmont! a fort of tremor 
ſeized me at the touch of her lips : I thought, 
too, I obſerved in her ſome degree of emo- 
tion, —No, I injure her; ſhe is all innocence 

and 
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and purity.— Wretch! do I ſeek to leſſen my 
guilt by making her a ſharer in it? 


1m reſumed iy ſeat; a Half-mothered ſigh 
Ar- 4 eſcaped involuntarily from my agitated breaſt; 


e my ſpirits were depreſſed for ſome time; but 
d. at laſt, after ſeveral efforts, I made ſhift to 
t allume, at leaſt in appearance, ſome ſhare of 
ht my former chearfulneſs.—I believe indeed I 


ſhould have been more myſelf, if my pervert- 
ed imagination had not perſuaded me that 
ad Mrs. Orbe's eyes were ſoftened into a kind of 
tender languiſhment, which I had never be- 


5 fore obſerved in them; my weak heart flut- 
1 tered at every glance: I would not for worlds 
: experience another evening of ſuch painful 
£4 pleaſure.—T cloſed not my eyes the whole night. 
Hou ſeverely did I take myſelf to taſk! How 
: ſeverely reproach myſelf for my ingratitude to 
of my friend, my benefactor -I already imagined 
) myſelf fallen from virtue. entered the break- 
l faſt-parlour the next morning with the air of a 
F criminal; but the innocent chearfulneſs of 
. Mrs. Orbe, and the unaffected eaſe with which 
; ſhe addreſſed me, ſoon diſſipated my uneaſi- 
4 


neſs My virtue ſeems to depend on her's ; 
her fancied emotions firſt awakened mine : it 


can only be when ſhe begins to miſtruſt herſelf 
that 
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that I ſhall be in danger. I have this whole 
day been ſo little embarraſſed in her company, 
that I begin to wonder at my cauſeleſs appre- 
henſions. Nay, I am convinced I ſhould never 
have had reaſon to indulge them, if you had 
not ſuggeſted the poſſibility of a crime, which 
I think is not in my nature to commit. I ſhould 
deteſt myſelf if J could voluntarily injure Mr. 
Orbe even in thought.—No, he is not only 
virtuous himſelf, but communicates it to all he 
converſes with. I feel I have a weak heart; 
but, thank heaven, it 1s not yet a corrupt one. 
His preſence will be my guard. If I am 
ever again (which I truſt I never ſhall) viſit- 
ed with ſuch criminal emotions, I will in- 
ſtantly ſeek my ſafety in flight; you, Belmont, 
will, I am convinced, be ever ready to re- 


ceive me: but heaven forbid I ſhould ever 


on ſuch an occaſion as that be obliged to make 
your houſe my aſylum !—I am, however, im- 
patient for your opinion of my caſe, guilty, 
or not guilty— If I have any knowledge of my- 
ſelf, I need not fear your judgment. I was 
this afternoon more than an hour tete-I-tete 
with Mrs. Orbe; ſhe played on the harpſichord, 
and accompanied it with her voice, and yet I 
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vas not ſoftened to any degree of unbecoming 
| tenderneſs, no more than I ſhould have felt on 
the occaſion from any other perſon. She made 


me fit down to the inſtrument.—T never per- 


formed with more compoſure and attention— 
ſhe was all life and gaiety; found fault and 


= praiſed me by turns—no tremors, no ſighs, no 


languiſhment on either fide ; all was unaffected 
2 eaſe and freedom. She told me, however, when 


left off playing, tapping me on the ſhoulder, 
that I muſt not expect my uſual reward, for I had 
not choſe one air that pleaſed her ;—but come, 
added ſhe, taking hold of my arm, let us go 
and meet a friend who is more indulgent to you: 
if I did not take upon me to rate you now-and- 
then, you would be utterly ſpoiled ; at pre- 
ſent I make ſhift to keep you in tolerable order. 
—W hat is all this but friendſhip ?—Ard what, 
you will perhaps aſk, is more dangerous than 
to enter into friendſhip with the ſoſter ſex ? 
Thin, ſay you, is the partition that divides 
the bounds of love and friendſhip, and eaſily 
does the paſſion of the lover take root in the 
affection of the friend. It is not difficult to fee 
in what ſuch a ſympathy between ſexes will 
terminate—W as it you, Belmont, who ſaid all 
this? or did I read it in ſome ſagacious author? 
No matter; where-ever I picked it up, I will 

endeavour 


42 TuRE CarTAIN IN Lo vx. 


deavour to profit by it, and with double vigt- q 
lance guard every avenue to my heart. 


Adieu! to-morrow is the annual village-feaſt; 180 
on that day Mr. Orbe conſtantly gives an en- 
tertainment to his tenants. His domeſtics are 
now buſy in making preparations; Mrs. Orbe 
in giving orders. It was not without difficulty 
I could obtain her leave to be abſent while 1% | 
wrote to you: though ſhe told me I did more P 
harm than good, and humourouſly chid me for ) 
my indolence; with this I am frequently re- 
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proached, even when I think myſelf moſt U 
buſy. On the contrary, I tell her ſhe is in per- : 
petual motion—A meſſage from her. I have ; 
exceeded my leave of abſence—Farewell— . 
judge favourzviy or me; I will ſtudy to de- 


ſerve it, 
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F 
To Mr. BRELMONTr. 


OT a little fatigued with this day of 
mirth and feſtivity, I yet find no incli- 


N 


TH . 
nation to reſt; I therefore ſit down to have the 
= pleaſure of a few moments converſation with 


you. Our entertainment was conducted with 


the utmoſt regularity and decorum; the wor- 
thy Mr. Orbe appeared to greater advantage 


this day than ever 1 beheld him; his eaſy 
condeſcenſion, and that affectionate benevolence 
which was manifeſt in his every action as 
well as countenance, did him the higheſt ho- 
nour; nor was his generous hoſpitality leſs con- 
ſpicuous; his gueſts expreſſed their gratitude 
in that way which, was moſt agreeable to 
the diſpoſition of his heart; that 1s to ſay, 
not by words, but by the delight and an- 
affected happineſs his p:eſence diffuſed amongſt 
them, and by giving a looſe to that inoffen- 
ſive mirth and chearfulneſs he endeavoured to 
promote. The Nhaviour of his lady was not 
leſs worthy of my praiſe; ſhe gave life to 


every thing, was attentive to every body, and 
charmed every one, by the kind and conde- 


ſcending 


preſent her with, compoſed of roſes and jeſſa- 
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ſcending notice ſhe took of them. After dinner I 
ſhe retired with the female part of the com- 
pany ; I aſked her permiſſion to attend her, and 
with ſome difficulty, to enhance the favour, ob- | 
tained it. Some of the old men were by this | 
time beginning to be a little prolix in telling 
their tales, and I was glad to change the ſcene 
— but never did I behold a more agreeable 
ſight, than the amiable Mrs. Orbe ſeated in 2 
the midſt of her neat and humble friends ; 


| her native dignity of aſpect, more than her 8 al 


dreſs, beſpoke her ſuperior rank.— That ſhe m 
might not excite envy, or render them diſſatis- ir 
fied with their ſimple attire, ſhe omitted in | f 
hers every thing that had the appearance of f 
finery ; her gown was ſprigged muſlin, ſo was : 
her linen; her fine hair, which falls into na- | 
tural ringlets, was careleſsly faſtened up with 
a ſky-coloured ribbon, without any other orna- 
ments: a noſegay, which I had the honour to 


mines, completed a dreſs and appearance more 
elegant than you can conceive, No, Belmont, 
never did I behold a figure ſo every way grace- 
ful and lovely. Happy Orbe [but who ever 
more juſtly deſerved to be ſo? —Long may his 
happineſs continue! Believe me, I have ſo 
true a regard for it, that I would pierce my un- 
grateful 
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T grateful heart if 1 found it capable of envying 
him the poſſeſſion of it. Nay, I ſhould deteſt 
W myſclf if I did not uſe every endeavour to 
promote and increaſe it.—But if to admire his 
lady be a crime, it is at leaſt an involuntary 
emotion which I cannot ſuppreſs. Even you, 
ſtoic as you are, would be * to counte- 
nance my example. 


| Tn the evening the youthful part of our gueſts 
aſſembled to dance.—As the day had been re- 
markably ſultry, Mrs. Orbe propoſed the bowl- 
ing - green in preſerence to the hall. Thank me 
for this indulgence, ſaid my lovely partner; 
ſure you will not now have the face to com- 
| plain of wearineſs while footing it on this ſoft 
moſſy carpet. In ſpite of this hint, however, 
I ſoon gave her cauſe to rally me on my lazi- 
neſs: I really was heartily fatigued. To puniſh 
me, ſhe ſpitefully declared, ſhe would dance 
till ſun riſe : you are an indolent creature, ſaid 
| ſhe, and I do not believe you have ever had 
curioſity enough to abridge yourſelf of your 
favourite ſleep in order to ſee that glorious 


ſight; but I am determined you ſhall ſit up 
for i it then. 


Some of the young people who heard this 
ſeemed as if they would not have been diſi Pee 
1 n 
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if ſhe had put her threats in execution; par- 
ticularly a fair maiden and hand ſome lad, who 
Tam convinced would not ſoon have been tired 
of each other's company. I could not help | 
obſerving them with ſome attention, delighted | 
with the genuine proofs they gave of their art- 
leſs love. 


Mrs. Orbe ſaw me frequently direct my eyes 
towards them: for ſome moments the ſame ob- 
jects engroſſed our attention, while the lovers 
were wholly taken up with each other At 
laſt, turning to me with an air of tenderneſs, 
Ah! cried ſhe, preſſing my hand, how happy 
are thoſe young people !—This exclamation | 

Was involuntary, ſo was the action that ac- 
companied it; and ſhe inſenſibly reſumed her mj 


vivacity ;—it is well ſhe did; her vivacity is my ro. 
ſecurity; there is danger in her ſoftneſs. ho 
ä na 

Belmont, I am determined to diſpoſe of this | ſec 
weak and too ſuſceptible heart ; it is formed for if 
love. Let me then ſeek for an object to whom m- 
it may attach itſelf without a crime. — The be 
purſuit of this ideal miſtreſs will at leaſt divert H 
my attention from her who has for ſome time m 


| paſt, you will perhaps tell me, engroſſed too ur 
| much of it. I ſhall make her the confidante je 
of my project, without explaining the cauſe; 

; ſhe 
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| ſhe will afliſt and direct my choice; we ſhall 
again fall into our old lectures; and thoſe ſub- 
jects will prevent others which might perhaps 
in time become leſs intereſting. On this occa- 
ſion the idea of Miſs Orbe darts croſs my 
mind ; imagination repreſents her with a thou- 
ſand charms, with every feminine grace that 
can captivate the heart. Is ſhe thus lovely, Bel- 
Z mont?—Tell me, you that know,—But what 
if ſhe is? the difference of our fortunes has 
placed an unſurmountable bar between me and 
every flattering hope of that nature: yet I 

» I ſometimes think, by the pains Mr. Orbe takes 
/ to poſſeſs me in favour of his Eliza, and ſome 
n | half-ambiguous hints which now-and-then 
- | eſcape him, that he is meditating ſomething in 
my favour. You know he is the moſt gene- 
y IR rous, the moſt diſintereſted of men. I will not 
however be too ſanguine in my expeCation; 

nay I have more cauſe to be alarmed than plea- 

is fed, ſhould this be the caſe; ſince who knows, 
* if my heart, whoſe feelings are involuntary, 
n Kt may, amiable as ſhe has been repreſented to me, 
e be able to do her all the juſtice ſhe merits? 


+ Hou diſtreſſing muſt then be my ſituation! 1 


c muſt either appear ungrateful to the father, or 
0 unjuſt to the young lady But peace to this ſub- 
te ject till J have a better foundation to enlarge on 
7 it, and indeed to all others for this night. Adieu! 
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LETTER IX. 


To ELIZ A from Mrs. OR BE. 


H! my dear, beware how you give the reins | 

to that too lively imagination of thine, Þ 
What romance had you been reading? from | 
whence have you colle&ed the materials to 
form your deſcription of our Edmond And] 
then, truly, it was my ladyſhip that had given 
you this idea of him. Why, child, you have 
drawn a perfect Oroondates, while I only talk- 
ed to you of an amiable young man, agreeable | 
in his perſon, and engaging in his manners ; 
frank, ingenuous, and lively; with a heart 
formed for love and friendſhip. —Yet is he not 
without his. foibles and imperfe&ions.—Do not 
then raiſe your expeCtations too high ; though 
to do him juſtice, one could hardly wiſh him 
to be either more or leſs than juſt what he is: | 
he expreſſes himſelf with impetuoſity, yet has 
a kind of indolence in his diſpoſition, for which | 
I humourouſly chide him almoſt every hour of 
the day: to ſay truth, he is tractable and do- 
cile, and is my very humble ſervant from 
morning to night; he wants only to experi- 
ence love's inſpiring pains, to rouſe the loiterer 
+: in 
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in his veins, and he would be all one could de- 
ſire. Will you, my dear, take upon you to 
teach him that lefſon ? but take care of your- 
ſelf mean time; I fear we ſhall have you like 
another Sophia, enamoured of her fancied 'Te- 
lemachus; yet it may not be amiſs to poſſels 


you with an idea of his imagmary perfeCtions, 
m that thoſe he really has may have leſs power. 


to - 

nd When are we to ſee you, my friend? will 
en that ſelfiſn aunt of yours ſtill monopolize your 
Gs company, and ſuffer no one elfe to ſhare in 
Ik. the pleaſure? I have a project which, when 
ble put in execution, will agreeably ſurprize you. 
s; — Of what nature — Now, cannot I for my 


art life forbear giving you the hint, though it will 
not deſtroy the ſurprize I juſt now promiſed. Our 
not young ſoldier languiſhes with impatience to ſee 
igh you.—I have formed a plot upon him, which 
aim if Mr. Orbe approves I ſhall certainly put in 


is: practice.—I will propoſe by way of amuſement 
has = jaunt. to * * which is not above three or 
ich WY four miles from our manſion; the rural beau- 
rolls ty of its ſituation, the fine proſpects, will be 

do- a ſufficient inducement to our friend, who is a 
rom paſſionate admirer of nature. Now, my dear 
eri- —Ah! I find it was abſolutely neceſſary to let 
erer you into the ſecret. I ſhall inform you of the 
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day we ſet out on our expedition — Do you 
be at 4 ready to receive us, but not as 
Miſs Orbe —Let your dreſs be plain, yet omit 
no ſimple ornaments that may ſet off your 
perſon to advantage; — the more ſimple, in- 
deed, the more becoming. The province 1 
allot you, is to ſhew us the park, houſe, and 
gardens; the ſteward's daughter, and pleaſe ye; 
—for whom, having ſome knowledge of her, I 
make enquiry, 'and beg the favour of her to 
be our guide: in that capacity you will have an 
opportunity of diſplaying your judgment, by 
pointing out to us what is moft worthy of 
our admiration; and that with all that gentle 


timidity, that engaging modeſty, ſo natural to 


my Eliza.—I fhall have a great deal of plea- 
ſure in examining the behaviour of our friend; 

he will then form an impartial judgment of 
Jou. J wiſh to know his real ſentiments : he 
1s indeed incapable of diſguiſe ; but your being 


the daughter of the man he ſo highly reveres, 


if introduced to him as ſuch, might biaſs his 
judgment —No; if you are to pleaſe, it 
ſhall be only for yourſelf; that you may be 
able to ſay, 


The ſmiles of fortune might ſuſpicions raiſe; 
But here I know that I am lov'd alone. 


Does 


\ 


18 
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Does not this proje& ſuit your delicacy ? 
he has long been in purſuit of a miſtreſs; but 
in vain he has fought for her in the Beau Monde, 
nor as yet has he found her in the country.— 
Your heart too is diſengaged. May he then 
find her at „ Yes, my dear Eliza, may 
you be happy in a mutual love !—The dif- 
ference of your fortunes will not, I am per- 


ſuaded, be any objection to the generous Mr. 


Orbe. 


I am grave to· day My ſpirits are ex- 


hauſted; the entertaining our rural gueſts has 


rather fatigued me; but the pleaſure I feel 
from ſeeing and conteibuting to theirs, is a 
ſufficient recompence.— We are now, how- 
ever, beginning again to fall into our old 
train, and it will not be long ere I reſume 
my uſual vivacity ;—and a-propos, here comes 
an object to excite 1t.—I am preparing to 


chide him for leaving me almoſt this whole 


morning alone.—Ah! I ſee by his counte- 


nance he expects a lecture: that inſinuating 


ſupplicaiing look ſues for pardon. Come, let 
us hear what he can fay for himſelf —But 
tor his- intruſion, I ſhould have chatted to 
you this hour. He 1s always doing miſchief, 
Remember my inſtructions. Adieu, adieu. 
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LETTER X. 
To Mr. BELMO Nr. 


| ag not yet commenced lover myſelf, but 
I have had the ſatisfaction of contribut- 
ing to the happineſs of thoſe that are ſo; 
namely, the innocent pair mentioned in my | 
laſfe. A - miſunderſtanding had happened be- 


tween their parents; and they, who had firſt 


propoſed the match, had, after the day was 
fixed for their marriage, cruelly recalled their 

eonſent, and ordered the young people to 
break off all farther intimacy. 'The whole de- 


pendance of the youth was on his father ;— ll 


the maiden was dutiful. They obeyed; but 


with what regret you may eaſily imagine. For- 


tunately for them, their behaviour had fo 
much prepoſſeſſed Mrs. Orbe in their favour, 
that it excited in her a curioſity to enquire in- 
to their circumſtances; determined, if they 
Rood in need of her aſſiſtance, to be their | 


friend — She did me the honour to employ | 


me on this occaſion: I have found means to 
reconcile the old people, and the lovers are | 
once more permitted to indulge a mutual 


flame. 
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game. Their gratitude is inexpreſſible.— O 
Belmont! what delight can equal that of con- 
tributing to the felicity of our fellow-crea- 
tures Why is it not more in my power? 
When it is not marked with ſome action of 
this nature, one may juſtly exclaim with Ti- 
tus,—* I have loſt a day.” But is this 
power confined to riches alone ?—No, ſure- 
ly; there are a thouſand ways of promoting 
the happineſs of ſociety without their aſſiſt- 
ance. I fear I have attached the idea of 
conferring benefits too much to this; and 
have, perhaps, by that means, omitted many 
opportunities of obliging, from the belief that 
I wanted the ability.—I will for the future be 
more attentive.— The dinner-bell puts a ſtop to 
my reflections. 


/ 


Would you were here! We are going 
to loſe Mr. Orbe for a few days, in conſe- 
quence of a letter he received this morning. 
—Buſmeſs demands his preſence in town; 
but of what nature we are ignorant. He 
told us, ſmiling, we- ſhould know nothing of 
the matter till his return. You, my dear 
(direQing himſelf to Mrs. Orbe) are fond of 
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ſurprize, and now-and-then tantalize us, by 
aſſuming a myſterious air, and agreeably trifling 
with our curioſity.— For once I will follow 
your example. 


We amuſed ourſelves for ſome time in 
gueſſing what the affair could be, but in vain. 
As he has not, however, loſt any of his uſu- | 
al ſerenity and good humour, we are con- 
vinced it is nothing diſagreeable.—I preſſed 
with great earneſtneſs for leave to accom- 
pany him, but without eFe&.—Mrs. Orbe, 
too, with an anxiety which alarmed me both 
for her and myſelf, ſtrenuouſly inſiſted on 
my going.—Had ſhe appeared eaſy and un- 
concerned. whether I went or ſtayed, it would 
have ſaved me from ſome involuntary emotions, 
which I did not feel without a ſecret reproach. 
—Did I not ſay my virtue depends on hers ? 
the moment ſhe appears diffident of herſelf, 
feel my weakneſs : but a conſciouſneſs of this 
weakneſs will put me the more upon my guard. 
If my heart ſhould prove refractory, I will at 
:leaſt prove maſter of my actions. Mr. Orbe's 
is a buſy life; in ſupplying his place, I ſhall 
find no time for idleneſs; buſineſs will divert 
my attention, and preſerve me from that ſoft 
- Indolence which ſteals upon one when unem- 
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ployed.—I ſhall enjoy but few tete-a-te:es 
with my too charming friend. She has pru- 
dently taken the precaution to ſend for a young 
lady in our neighbourhood to ſpend a few weeks 
with her: the choice ſhe has made of a com- 
panion does the higheſt honour to her diſcreti- 
on,—Inſtead of inviting her who is moſt agree- 
able to her, ſhe has pitched on one whoſe pry- 
ing diſpoſition will ſuffer nothing to eſcape her 


cbſervation; one whoſe natural curioſity will 


keep her continually on the watch. But as 
ſhe never has, and I truſt never will do any 


thing that ſhe needs wiſh to conceal, ſo has 


ſhe no reaſon to. dread the preſence of this 
girl, who will be a ſpy on her actions. —Por 
my part, I ſhall have far leſs pleaſure in her 
eompany when I can only enjoy her converſa- 
tion, with the alloy of that diſagreeable im- 
pertinence Miſs Foreſt will mix with it.— She 
is an everlaſting talker, yet ſeldom ſays any 
thing to the purpoſe. With a perſon ſo tole- 
rable as hers, one would wonder how ſhe con- 
trives to render herſelf ſo unamiable z yet with- 
out the leaſt pretenſion to it, ſhe imagines her- 
ſelf an object of univerſal admiration. —I foreſee 
I ſhall enjoy but a ſmall ſhare of her good 
graces : heaven forbid I ſhould ! for if ſhe hap- 
pens to take it in her head that I am tolerable, 

D4 I ſhall 
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I ſhall be peſtered to death. I muſt again re- 
peat it O that you were here FH 


I endeavour to fend you a faithful copy of 
my heart; but what now paſles there is a 
myſtery, even to myſelf. I am miſtaken, if 


l with all that penetration you ſo eminently poſ- 
1 ſeſs, you would not be better able than your un- 

| experienced friend to trace the ſource of its late 1 
| tefractory emotions. My countenance has not 1 
Pet learnt to diſguiſe its feelings. — Not a look, f 
N or an inadvertent word would eſcape your ob- 1 
| ſervation; your watchful care would warn me 5 
0 of approaching danger; your preſence ſave me f 
from it. Tell me, Belmont, may I flatter my- « 
ſelf you will ere long agreeably ſurpriſe us by n 
| your wiſhed- for appearance? Come, if you f 
| have that regard for me you have ſo often pro- * 
j feſſed: yet I know you would, if in your power. b 
i —lLteaze you: forgive me; but I am not happy. al 
| Adieu Mr. Orbe is preparing for his jour- p 
. ney; I muſt attend him. Our expected gueſt p. 
l will be with us this evening. | it 
| . 
| ſe 
1 LETTER fl. 
| N 1 
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LET Th N XL 


To Mr. BELMORr. 


ls ftrange girl peſters me to death. 
Mrs. Orbe diverts herſelf with my em- 


5 baraſſment, and laughs at my petulance, for 

i I am ſometimes downright peeviſh.— She has 
a ſpitefully repreſented me to her as an inſenſible 
mortal, and a profeſſed enemy to the tender 
”. poaſſions.— A hint of this nature was enough 
8 for our impertinent She has undertaken to 

— effect a reformation, and is determined to 
Yy make me pay homage to her charms: ſhe in- 

* fiſts upon my aſſuming the character of her 

— 


lover.—If I were inclined to be vain, I ſhould 
be tempted to think my being one to her in re- 
ality would not be diſpleaſing.—It is to no 
purpoſe I plead my want of capacity for the 
province ſhe allots me. She does not deſpair, 
ſhe ſays, to ſee me acquit myſelf with a tole 
rable grace, after a. little pratice—She has 
ſent to her library for a colle&ion of novels 
and romances, from whence I am to take 
my inſtructions.—I no fooner enter the par- 
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lour, where Mrs. Orbe and ſhe fit at their 
needle, but one of theſe is put into my hand: 
ſhe points out the place: I read a few lines; 
—yawn; toſs the book from me; and pro- 
teſt, with a ſmile, if I muſt talk nonſenſe, 
it ſhall be extempore.—Ah ! Belmont, who 
would think there could be danger in ſuch 
trifling ! 


We yeſterday drank tea in a delightful 


ſummer-houſe. The moment I made my ap- 


. pearance, * Pere,” cried Miſs Foreſt, * if 
e this does not pleaſe you, I pronounce you 


% have no taſte;“ preſenting me with a no- 
vel, which I found to be the Princeſs of 
Cleves.—lT opened it at a very tender ſcene 
between the. two lovers; I could not read it 
without emotion.—I raiſed my eyes, ſoftened 
into tenderneſs, and met thoſe of Mrs. Orbe. 
She ſighed; ſhe changed colour ;—the book 
dropped from my trembling hand with -an 
involuntary rapture : I preſſed that of Miſs 
Foreſt, though ſhe was not the object that had 
excited it. Ah! cried I, ſighing, how much 
« was the duke to be envyed in having 1n- 
« ſpired ſo tender a paſſion! But to love, 
« without daring to indulge the moſt diſtant 

| | % hope 
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« hope of a return”—I ſtopped in the ut- 


moſt. confuſion, ſenſible of my indiſcretion. 
The giddy Miſs. Foreſt, far from having any 
ſuſpicion of the true - ſtate of my. heart, ex- 
claimed with an air of triumph, « Ah! did not 


« I tell you I ſhould make a convert of him??? 
Mrs. Orbe forced a ſmile; and riſing, pro- 
poſed a walk durſt not offer her my arm.— 
Alas ! of what innocent agreeable freedoms has 


this vile—let me not call it paffion (ſurely it 
does not amount to that) 8 me! 


We EIT both anda, y grave. During 
the reſt of the evening we {cautiouſly avoided 
meeting each other's looks. — Ah!] Belmont, 
by what imperceptible degrees does vice ſteal 
upon us! How | needleſs did I think your 
cautions! nay, how warmly did I reſent the 
ſuppoſed” injury you did me, in imagining me 
capable of what I then believed impoſſible ! 
— But J am too late convinced of my weak- 
neſs :—my guilt has hitherto been involunta- 
ry :—but let me fly the temptation, leſt. a 
worſe thing befal me. 


* 
Ves; ſince you refuſe us your company, I 


am determined to form ſome pretence for pay- 
ing 
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60 
ing you a viſit.— Perhaps Mrs. Orbe may have 
ſome ſuſpicion of my motive, and will there- 
fore the more readily acquieſce in my reſo- 
lution.— Do you think it requires no ſelf-denial 
to put it in prattice?—Ah! how ſhall I bid a 
tong, perhaps a laſt adieu to the place, which, 
from a thouſand different cauſes, is ſo dear to 
me! Yet this action will give me a pleaſure, 
on reflection, ſuperior to any gratification 1 
could hope for from my ſtay: your praiſe and 
approbation will not be the leaſt conſiderable. 
I come then; behold me at length convinced 
by your friendly arguments. Would I had 
ſooner given them their due weight, and yield- 
ed to your remonſtrances.! I will take the firſt 
opportunity to communicate my deſign to Mrs. 
Orbe.—Ah !! why this ſigh ?-why this de- 
preſſion of ſpirits? Weak wretch that I am! 
But I fly to you to learn fortitude and reſig- 
nation. Fare wel, till we meet. 
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LETTER XII.. 


To Mr. BELMONT. 


OW, Belmont, you will hate, you \ will 
deteſt me. There wants only the loſs 
of your friendſhip to make me completely 
wretched. Indeed. I do not deſerve the con- 
tinuance of it. How kindly indulgent was you 


to my involuntary weakneſs | and how happy 


might I have been, had I kindly liſtened to 
your friendly advice But I was born not 
only to be wretched, but to to have that 
wretchedneſs augmented by my guilt.— Firm. 
ly determined, as I told you in my laſt, to 
ſeek my ſafety in flight, I at laſt found an 


opportunity to ſpeak to Mrs. Orbe in pris 


vate. It was in a delightful ſummer-houle, at 
a conſiderable diſtance from the houſe, where 
L found her ſeated ; and I thought her at that 
moment more lovely than I ever beheld. her, 
I approached her trembling ;—all my reſo. 
lutions vaniſhed ; and it was with the. utmoſt 
difficulty, I could ſtammer out ſome incehe- 
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rent words. She was no leſs agitated, and 


aroſe to leave me, with a modeſt confuſion in 
her looks, which too evidently betrayed the 
tender emotions of her heart.—* Ah !”? cried 
I, gently ſeizing her hand, „ do not fly from 
% me! How have I incurred your diſplea- 
te ſure ??—« Diſpleaſure l' repeated ſhe, raiſing 
her eyes to my face, with a look that pierced 
my ſoul; what reaſon have I given you to 
ce think 1 am:?“ Are you not ſo now 
„then?“ ſaid I, ſighing, and raiſing : her 
hand to my lips.—*« O madam! pardon. an 
60 unhappy wretch, who is diſtracted, and 
& cannot anſwer for what that diſtraction may 
ci drive him to. She ſunk down on the ſeat, 
and ſeemed ready to faint. I ſupported her in 


my arms, forgetting every thing but her 


charms, and the condition ſhe was in. I re- 
peatedly preſſed her to my heart, and im- 
printed a hundred kiſſes on her pale cheeks. 
At laſt, with a mixture of pity and reſent- 
ment in her looks, ſhe puſhed me from her, 
and burſt into tears.—T fell at her feet, in an 
agony of grief and deſpair,—< There is no- 
« thing left for me but death,” ſaid J, mourn- 
fully, be ſince I have offended beyond the pol 


4. wr of pardon. Pans 1 pronounced theſs 


11751 words, 


K .  =& 


adultery |—yet, had heaven wholly abandoned 
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words, my head ſunk on her lap, and for 
ſome moments we both continued ſilent. - At 
laſt, raiſing my eyes with a ſupplicating look, 
« ſpeak, madam,” ſaid I, « pronounce my 
« doom: but remember I cannot ſurvive your 
& hatred.” “ Then live,” ſaid ſhe, faulter- 


ing. © Ah! would to heaven I could hate 
« you 2 


Forgive me, Belmont.—Why do I ſuffer 
myſelf to dwell on this guilty ſcene? when, 
loſt to religion, gratitude, and honour, I dared 
to attempt the ſeduction of the wife of my 
friend! Urged by my earneſt ſolicitations, ſhe 
at length confeſſed a mutual paſſion ; a paſſion 
which ſhe had in vain ſtruggled to ſuppreſs.— 
But, ah! Belmont; had you ſeen with what 
anguiſh, with what confuſion, ſhe made this 
criminal confeſſion, even you would have pitied- 


her! Spare me the deſcription of my guilty 


raptures :=O with what heart-felt remorſe do 
I now recolle& them] ! 


But paſſionately as I loved, the ſentiments 


| of religion and honour were not wholly erafed 


from my ſoul, I ſhuddered at the thoughts of 


me, 
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me, I cannot anſwer to what lengths my trans- 
ports might have hurried me. I had already 
advanced teo far in the ſlippery paths of vice, 
to be able by my own ſtrength, to ſtop my- 
ſelf at the laſt fatal ſtep—when the noiſe of a 

who ſeemed haſtily advancing to- 
wards us, rouſed me from my fatal intoxi- 
cation. —1 aroſe with precipitation, in order to 
ſee who it was. -A few paces from the ſum- 
mer houſe I met one of the domeſtics, who de- 
livered me a letter from his maſter. — Think, 
Belmont, what I felt at that moment !—Struck 
with a ſenſe of my baſe ingratitude, I had 


hardly ſtrength to open it—my hands trem- 
| bled; my colour changed; and, with the deep- 


eft anguiſh and remorſe, I read the kind, the 
generous contents! My ingratitude ſtood be- 
fore me in its moſt glaring colours: TI found it 


aggravated by its bright reverſe—What then 


mu{ I have ſuffered, had not heaven ſo ſea- 


ſonably interpoſed !—But take a copy of his 


letter. 


1 My abſence has been the lefs irkſome to 
« me, becauſe I have been engaged in doing 
« you ſervice —lI need no longer make a my- 


(0 ſtery 
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« cluded to my ſatisfaction, and I ſincerely 


e, « give you joy on your promotion. — I was 


( determined you ſhould know nothing of it 
a WI «till every thing was ſettled. I hope it will 
J- = «© be an agreeable ſurprize, when 1 tell you, 


« Mr. Franklin, who has left the regiment. 


1 % How I contrived to keep this affair from 
195 « your knowledge, though you was wrote to 
0 4 on the occaſion, you ſhall be informed when 
* « we meet: to that | look forward with im- 
d « patience. Ves, my friend; my home has 
* « every thing I could wiſh to indear it to 
eme. I never leave it but with great re- 
ve « gret, and always return to it with joy.— 
>= « Have you followed my inſtructions? have 
it « you endeavoured to amuſe Mrs. Orbe in my 
n. | © abſence? Prepare to give an account of 
- e the talents intruſted to you. Adieu, my 
is 8 © worthy friend. I have another ſurpriſe in re- 
„ ſerve for you, which I truſt will be no 
« leſs agreeable than the former. But“ 
I could read no farther; the letter dropped 
0 from my hand; and uttering a groan, I fell 
8 almoſt ſenſeleſs to the earth. Mrs Orbe paſſed 
* 


no 


« ſtery of my journey. — The buſineſs is con- 


„you are appointed captain in the room of 


me while in that condition; a condition which 
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no language can deſcribe. She took up the 
paper; and deeply ſighing, without ſpeaking 
a word, haſtily left me.— After indulging for 
ſome time a heart-felt ſilent anguiſh, I aroſe, 
hurried to my apartment, ſunk into a chair, 
where J continued for ſome moments loſt in 
thought, unable to come to any reſolution. 


It was late —to leave the houſe at fo un- 


ſeaſonable an hour would have had a ſtrange þ 
appearance, Conſcious of my motives, I ima- Þ 
gined every one would gueſs the cauſe of my 


| ſudden departure yet how could I ſtay another 

night in a houſe, where I had ſo ungrate- 
fully violated the rights of hoſpitality | At 
length I prevailed on myſelf to defer it to 
the next morning, and accordingly ordered 
my ſervants to get every thing in readineſs 
for my jour ney.— I then ſat down, and wrote 
(ah! what pain did it coſt mel) the follow- 
ing note to Mrs. Orbe. 


C MA DAM, 


6% You have ſeen Mr. Orbe's letter —and 
& has it not likewiſe ſhewn you in the moſt 
&« odious light the wretch who now preſumes 
« to addreſs you ?—but I am going to inffict 
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« on myſelf the ſevereſt puniſhment for my 
« involuntary crime.— Yes, madam, I am go- 
« ing to leave you—l dare not truſt myſelf 
« to take a laſt farewell—I too well know 
ce the weakneſs of my heart—Oh ! but for 
« your virtue, and the ſeaſonable interpoſiti- 


on of heaven, to what criminal lengths 


« might not that weak heart have hurried 
« me l- No; we muſt meet no more.—I 
&« ſhall leave this place early in the morning. 
« —Deign, madam, to make ſome excule 
« for my abſence to Mr.— Oh! I dare not 
« name that injured beſt of men !—Wretch |! 
« how durſt I attempt to ſeduce your affections 
« from a huſband ſo worthy! And yet, alas! 
« I cannot ſuppreſs this dear, this guilty paſ- 
« ſion I muſt not proceed know not what 
« ] write forget me but, if poſſible, do not 
hate me; though I have unhappily deſtroy- 
* ed that peace I would yet die to inſure.— 
“Adieu! I am going to tear myſelf from 
6e all I hold dear on earth.” 


This I ſent by one of the ſervants with an 
apology. for not attending the ladies at ſup- 
per.—In leſs than a quarter of an hour, the 
impertinent Miſs Foreſt opened my room door, 

and 


———— — —— 


my commands on you to attend me.“ 
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and looking in, „What,“ cried ſhe, “ is this 
« mighty buſineſs that detains you from us. 
„hat you have not yet begun your im- 
« portant letter? I will lay my life it is to 


“ ſome forſaken miſtreſs that you are obliged Þ = 
6 to fit ſo long ſtudying what to ſay to her; WF 
« and here am I like to have a bleſſed time 
« of it. Mrs. Orbe has got a violent head- | 15 
& ach, and I cannot get a word out of her 1 ta] 
« —nay ſhe will not leave her apartment— | th 
« you, too, with that ſagacious gravity, are * 
« ſtuck up in your's.— What am I to have : * 


„ nobody to talk to? I ſhall be dead with 
« the vapours before to-morrow, if one of 


“you, ſtupid mortals as you are, do not ; 
cc come and keep me company. Nay, I lay 


« How unſeaſonable was her levity—“ I would 
ic with pleaſure obey you, returned I; * but 
« as I am under a neceſſity of leaving this 
« place early in the morning to attend a friend, 
J beg you will excuſe me. Leave us!” 
« cried ſhe, © and for how long? That is 
« uncertain,” anſwered IJ. Good heavens !” 
faid ſhe; © well, really I am half-ſorry,— 
« What ſhall I do for ſomebody to teaze and 


5 trifle with? But is there an abſolute ne- 


« ceſlity 2”? 
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« ceffity ?*? approaching me. And can you 
e have the cruelty to bid me adieu? . There 
« is no help for it,” returned I, rather peeviſh- 
ly,—*< Well, well; you are a croſs creature; 
« but I ſhall ſee you in the morning. Have 
2 ſecret to tell you,“ added ſhe, bluſhing. 
e © Farewell for the preſent—I fee you want 
_ (to get rid of me.“ She was not miſ- 
taken; nothing could be more unſeaſonable 
than her intruſion at that time.—When ſhe 
© . was gone, I caſt myſelf on my bed, without 
+» | taking off my cloaths.—O Belmont! what a 
h night did I paſs !—Need any other puniſhment 
of be added to that which is the inſeparable at- 
ot tendant on vice? 


— | Next morning by ſix o'clock my horſes 
ja Were at the gate. The painful ſeparation 
ut between ſoul and body could not equal what I 


W felt at leaving a place ſo fatally dear to me. 
d, I was almoſt ſuffocated with my ſighs, and 
„ muy eyes were bathed in tears — How did 1 
. reproach myſelf for this guilty forrow ! I was 
: * juſt going to mount my horſe, when a car- 
: riage drove full ſpeed into the court-yard. In 
5 W an inſtant Mr. Orbe leapt from it, and ran 


to embrace me.— The ſurprize, the various 
emotions occaſioned by his ſudden and un- 


expected 
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expected appearance, was too much for my 
weakened ſpirits to ſupport ; I fell ſenſeleſs 
into his arms.—When I recovered, I found 
myſelf in the parlour, ſurrounded by Mr. Orbe 
and ſeveral of the domeſtics; but the object 
that firſt ſtruck me was a young lady, who 
with inexpreſſible tenderneſs and benignity in 
her countenance, condeſcended to ſupport my 
head on her lovely boſom, while the pity- 
ing tear ſtole down her amiable face, and 
dropped on mine.—I was not long at a loſs 
to gueſs who this charming young creature 
was.“ Do not alarm yourſelf thus, my dear 
« Eliza,” ſaid Mr. Oibe, on ſeeing me open 
my eyes; here is no longer any danger :— 
„ knowing, as I do, his uncommon ſenſibili- 
« ty, I ought not to have come upon him ſo 
ic unexpectedly ;—yet I am pleaſed with the 
« effect my preſence produced; it is a proof 
« that I am ſincerely welcome. Had I been 
ce more indifferent to him, his joy would have 
« been leſs violent. —Perfe@ his recovery, my 
&« dear; I leave him to your care.—There 
4e is another perſon, whoſe welcome muſt be 
ee added to compleat my felicity.” So ſay- 
ing, he left the room.—Put can you, Bel- 
mont, conceive the effect his generous, his 

= | unſuſ- 
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unſuſpecting goodneſs had on thy worthleſs 
friend? — no; you muſt have ſinned like me 
d to judge of my remorſe. I caſt a timid glance 
de at his lovely daughter, — but almoſt inſtantly 
& I withdrew my eyes: I was not worthy to look 
o up to fo much purity and ſweetneſs. How 
in is my dear brother?“ ſaid ſhe, with a voice 
iy I all harmony and ſoftneſs ; « for as ſuch my 
'- father has taught me to regard you.“ 
d could only anſwer with a look of grati- 
ſs tude and reſpect, accompanied with a gentle 
re ſigh.— She propoſed my returning to my apart- 
ar ment: « you will be more compoſed,” faid 
en ſhe, kindly ;—* by the time I have paid 
— |< my reſpects to. Mrs. Orbe, I hope you will 
i- bo able to join us again.” -I bowed, glad 
ſo If of her permiſſion to retire.—l felt myſelf un- 
be der the greateſt reſtraint in her preſence.— 
of What now was to become of me? flight was | 
en now no longer in my power, except I re- 
ve I vealed the cauſe.— Vet how could I bear to 
ay ſee Mrs. Orbe in the preſence of her in- 
re jured huſband ! What reparation can I make 
be for endeavouring to ſeduce her affections from 
y- him!—-Wretch that I am! have I not robbed 
-]- him of a heart, in the poſſeſſion of which he 
\is placed all his happineſs and joy! 


B Y 


While 


. 
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While I was indulging n my painful reflect. 
ons, unable to come to any reſolution, Mc : 
Orbe entered the room; a conſcious bluſh 5 
overſpread my countenance at his approach, 
while the generous, unſuſpecting man con- 
ä gratulated me on my recovery ;—but added, 
* J. am extremely uneaſy about Mrs. Orbe; If 
cc find ber much indiſpoſed : :—how could vou 
« think of leaving her in that condition ?— 
&« you was going upon a viſit to your friend, 
ec J find ;—there can be no neceſſity for it 
« — Your abſence at this time would in man 
60 reſpects be inconvenient. Write an pol | 
« py; tell him it was I that detained you 
e Tf he has a real deſire to ſee you, he wil 55 
« will not think it too much to come here, 
« where his company is ſo earneſtly wiſhel 4 
« for. Diſpatch your letter as faſt as po- 
« ſible. I want your aſſiſtance to ſupport my 
« daughter's ſpirits; ſhe is greatly affeQed|j 
« with Mrs. Orbe's indiſpoſition. Miſs Fo- 
ce reſt, too, has been peſtering her with 18 
et hundred frivolous queſtions : come and free 
| & her from the impertinence of that thought 
© leſs girl: be ready to attend them at din- 


ce ner —1 will not fuffer Mrs. Orbe to leave 
66 her 
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« her apartment. Take care of my Eliza; 
« endeavour to amuſe her. I hope my dear 


tc wife is in no danger: I have ſent for ad- 


« vice: ſhe has ſome ſymptoms of a fever. 
« Do not, be alarmed,” continued he, ſeeing 
me turn pale; « may be too W 
« Perhaps it was a needleſs precaution.” — 
He was interrupted by the entrance of a 
ſervant.—** My lady, Sir,” ſaid he, faul tering, 
« is worſe. She is juſt recovered from a 
« fainting fit: Miſs Orbe defires your pre- 
« ſence,” —l uttered an involuntary exclama- 
tion of grief; and without knowing what I 
did, was hurrying to her apartment; but 
recollecting myſelf, I ftopped at the door, 
and, deeply ſighing, reluctantly withdrew.— 
Wretch! T am the fatal cauſe of all this miſ- 
chief! How unaffected muſt be the virtue 
of this moſt amiable woman, ſince the cri- 
minal confeſſion alone which my guilty im- 
portunities extorted from her has produced ſuch 
cruel effects! What have I done! for ever 
deſtroyed her peace of mind! I can make no 
reparation ; even my penitence is imperfect, 
ſince the fatal paſſion is ſo deeply rooted in 
my breaſt, that it will colt me the moſt 
>: For. . E 
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painful ſtruggles, ere I can wholly eraſe her 
lovely image from my heart. But I will at 
leaſt ſuffer in ſilence; nor ſhall I omit any 
efforts to regain the path of virtue, —Adien ! 
Pity, and do not yet wholly deprive me of your 
friendſhip and advice. 
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LETTER... 


To Mr. BELMONT. 


8 AN you wonder at my ſilence? Mrs. 
Orbe has been at the point of death; but, 
thank heaven! ſhe is at laſt declared out of 
danger, yet ſtill continues too weak to leave 
her apartment.—I dare not tell you what I 
have ſuffered during her illneſs. —The lovely 
Miſs Orbe has given the moſt endearing 
proofs of her amiable diſpoſition :—her tem- 
per is truly feminine ; ſhe is all ſoftneſs, ſweet- 
neſs, and gentle timidity. I bluſh, conſcious 
as I am of my unworthineſs, at the continu- 
al teſtimonies ſhe gives me of her friendſhip 
and eſteem. The generous Mr. Orbe, by 


his unmerited praiſes, encourages her partia- 


lity. I have a ſincere regard for her; but 
my affections will never amount to more than 
what a brother might feel for a lovely and 
engaging ſiſter. If my friend carries his views 
farther than a connection of this nature, I 
E 2 ſhall 
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ſhall be the moſt wretched of men !—but I 
hope he does not, ſince he is ſo fond of ſee- 
i ing us regard each other in that light. And 
i when he is ſpeaking of her, continually calls |? 
her, with a kind of emphaſis, my ſiſter, — 4 
He has doubtleſs far more advantageous pro- | 
ſpects for her: her merit and fortune intitle 
her to a rank ſuperior to that to which I 
could raiſe her. May ſhe be happy to the 
þ utmoſt of her wiſhes! I neither have any 
„ to communicate, nor is it in the power of 
| others to beſtow it on me.—No; thoſe flat- 
bt tering and deluſive proſpects of felicity, with 
1 which I once entertained my imagination, are 
ji now for ever fled — Till this morning I have 
ll never ſince her illneſs ventured myſelf in Mrs. 
Orbe's apartment; but then Mr. Orbe inſiſt- 
ed on my accompanying him, He had not 
been too much engroſſed by the apprehenſi- 
on of her danger, to reflect that my ab- 
ſenting myſelf from her preſence was rather 
too ſcrupulouſly ceremonious, conſidering the 
free and intimate manner in which we had 
hitherto been accuſtomed to live together 
But little did he know how much our ſitu- 
ations were changed. I durſt not ſhew my 
reluQtance to his propoſal : but how was J 
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agitated !—trembling and pale as death TI 
followed him into her apartment. Miſs Orbe 
had fortunately (without however imagining 
it neceſſary to prepare her for my viſit) 
mentioned it to her. It was well ſhe did; 
for in ſpite of that, her emotions on my 
entrance were, to me at leaſt, but too vi- 
ſible.—A faint bluſh overſpread her larguid 
countenance, and diffuſed over it a thouſand 
charms.—She ſat with her head reclined on 
the boſom of her gentle young friend: ſhe 


was exceeding pale, and her bright eyes had 


loſt all their fire and vivacity ;—yet never 
did her beauty appear ſo ſeducing.— That 
touching melancholy in her air, that ſweet 
delicacy which ſickneſs had given to her 
features, rendered her, if poſſible, more love- 


ly than when in the full bloom of health ; 
at leaſt it had a more dangerous effect on 
me.—I caſt down my eyes; I durſt not 
truſt myſelf to gaze on an object too charm- 
ing for my peace and virtue.—-Oh Belmont 
though I may ſuppreſs the effects, how ſhall 
I conquer the mortal paſſion !—I ſat near an 
hour in her room, during which time 1 
hardly opened my lips. She had more com- 


mand of herſelf, and aſſumed a tolerable de- 
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gree of compoſure.— Ah! pray heaven ſhe at 
leaſt may return to happineſs and peace !— 
Yet ſhall I own my criminal weakneſs ?— 
Spare me; I deteſt myſelf for it.— No, ſhe 
muſt, the ought to reſtore her heart to him 
who is fo worthy of it,—T will endeavour to 
iupport her mdifference; but let me not be 
curſed with her hate, or I cannot anſwer for 
the conſequence. 


Upon reflecting on her behaviour at this 


interview, I think I could obſerve her emo- 


tions were not thoſe of tenderneſs, but ſhame, 


Hier ſtruggles ſeemed now at an end, and 


ſhe appears once more reconciled to her du- 
ty ; from which, I believe, hardly any temp- 
tation will again prevail upon her to fwerve. 
The female heart is gentle, and more fuſ- 
ceptible than ours of tender impreſſions. But 
When we are once ſeriouſly affected, we are 


in general more conftant and ſteady in our 


attachments.—Mrs. Orbe too has had an ad- 
vantage which is denied me; to wean her 
affection from earthly objects, heaven has 
given her an awful proſpe& of the grave. 
At a time hke that, could ſhe indulge a cri- 
minal paffion ?—No ; every other conſideration 
muſt be loſt in a more important concern. 


Nor, 
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Nor, though ſhe is reſtored to our prayers, will 
the impreſſion of that awful moment be eaſi- 
ly effaced:— l truſt it will not. Adieu! 


Miſs Orbe has contracted a ſlight indiſpo- 
ſition by her cloſe attendance on her friends, 
She 1s ordered to take the air every morning 
on horſe-back: 1 am ſummoned to attend 
her, —How little am I diſpoſed for converſation! 


we ſhall, I fancy, have but a ſilent 1Rte-A-tete. 
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LET TER. Aty. 
To Mr. BELMONT. 
RS. Orbe's woman this morning de- 


livered me the following letter from 


her lady, 


To Mr. HERVTV. 


«© | have received permiſſion to leave my 
« apartment to-morrow, They have at laſt 
pronounced me, what I have for ſome time 
« paſt imagined myſelf to be, ſufficiently re- 
covered to venture abroad again,—W hat 
„ gratitude do J owe to heaven for the un- 
* deſerved mercy !--We ſhall again fall into 
© our uſual occupations and manner of liv- 
ing, which my illneſs has for ſome time 
e interrupted And why ſhould we rot, my 
„friend? We have only to forget (I hope 


«jt is long ſince f'ncerely repented of) one 


criminal moment, in order to regain our 


« loft peace and happineſs, For me, the re- 
« collection is attended with too much con- 
«« fuſjon and anguiſh ever to be voluntarily 
| « indulged, 
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cc indulged.——1 ſhall ſtill regard you as a 
« friend, but no more. — If you are not ſa- 
« tisfied with that, let me adviſe you to fly, 


« which will be the beſt remedy I can pre- 


&« ſcribe againſt a fruitleſs, guilty, and una- 
e yailing paſſion.—If, upon examining your 
heart, you find yourſelf reſtored to reaſon 


« and virtue, ſtay; and as far as my inno- 
« cence and duty permit, I will endeavour 


« to promote your felicity,—I am only ſo- 


+ licitous about you: for, thank heaven! 1. 
%, can now anſwer for myſelf, Yes, my 
« friend, I have, ere it was too late, ſeen, 


« and ſeverely lamented, my indiſcretion.— 
« Perhaps I ought to give it a harſher 


„name; but it is ſufficient that my mind 


« is once more truly enamoured with the 
*« charms of virtue. I need not make a pa- 


« rade of it, nor needs it the odious contraſt. 
*« of vice to indear it to me; I love it for 


« its own ſake. —Ah l let the latter never more 


be called a flowery path.—No; I, at leaſt, 


« have found it ſtrewed with thorns. —Exa- 


© mine yourſelf. Do you think you can now 


„ converſe with me on the footing of a 


* friend? Can you behold me with proper 


“ jndifference? conſider well, before you de- 
bs 5 «© termine 


OST SIG Wert 3 E 
rr ße 
S R * 


e Ea FS = 


* 
W 


* " 4 * — ** 2 — 
f 3 er Yeti Sf N 
N 5 1737 ²˙ Ee Cs 
1 2 


4 — 4 
- * FE ne 
; * 
E 2 
WIA Ra oY — 


© 


. 


7 * 
_— 
ks 4 


— 


25 8-2 
ID — 


= — — 
— INS — 
* — 


82 TRE CAPTAIN IN Love. 


« termine to ſtay with us.—I know not, in- 
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ce deed, how we ſhall obtain Mr. Orbe's 
4 conſent for your departure.—1 would much 
« rather you ſhould. remain where you are, 
ce if you think you can do it with ſafety. 
&« In what is paſt, we-.are equally imprudent 
« and .guilty—But if you again yield to a 


46 criminal weakneſs, the crime will be all 


c your own.— I do not aſk you to be the 
4 guardian of my virtue. Weak would be 
„ my ſupport, if it depended either on you 
te or myſelf But ] aſk you to be juſt, grate- 
&« ful, and honourable to Mr. Orbe, yourſelf, 


and .me;—] would not awaken in you, who 


« are naturally too ſanguine, any deluſive hopes; 
«yet I think I may venture to hint, that 
* ſomething appears to be in agitation, which 


e will be both for your happineſs and advan- 


« tage. Adieu !—Anſwer my queſtions in- 
« genuouſly,” 


— 


Oh! Belmont, ſhe no longer TO: me.— 


J was going to blot out this criminal invo- 


luntary exclamation, but I can hide nothing 
from a friend like you. 


1 Tn not attempt 
to diſguiſe my weakneſs. — Upon reflection, 
| however, 
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however, I have brought myſelf, if not to 
rejoice, at leaſt to approve her change of 
ſentiments. And now, as my unhappy paſ- 
ſion is deprived of all hopes of a return, 
it muſt gradually, I think. decreaſe; and I do 
not deſpair but it will ere long be extinguiſhed. 
— May I not then venture to continue at Mr. 
Orbe's?— 1 ſhall cautiouſly avoid ſeeing or 
converſing with this charming woman, but 
in company with her huſband. Had he not 
left us, I had eſcaped the too powerful tempta- 


tion. His preſence will be my ſafety—his 


daughter's too.—lT have leſs to fear than I at 
firſt imagined, —If I leave her at this time, paſt 
ſcenes will inceſſantly recur to my memory, I 
have ever been accuſtomed to fee her kind and 


| obliging to me; nay, even inadvertently betray- 


ing in her behaviour a viſible tenderneſs and 
partiality.— To recall her to my imagination in 


that ſeducing light, will deſtroy the effects pro- 


poſed by abſence, and ſerve only to inoreaſe my 
flame.— But if T ſtay, and behold all this con- 


verted inte cold indifference, or at moſt an un- 


impaſſioned friendſhip, 1 ſhall in time loſe the 


remembrance of what ſhe was; ſhe will no 
longer be the ſame woman, and conſequently 
no longer the object of my love. — W hat ſay 
you, my friend; is not this more e likely to effect 
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my cure than flight? Give me your advice, and 
be aſſured I will follow it. In the mean time, 1 
have ſent her a ſhort note, in anſwer to her letter, 
telling her ſhe might depend on my diſcretion ; 
that if I was not already what ſhe could wiſh, I 
would endeavour to render myſelf ſo by copying 
her bright example ;—and ſhe ſhall find me as 
good as my word. Whatever ] may ſuffer, I 
have impoſed on myſelf an eternal filence on 
one fatal ſubject.— But, ah ! Belmont, what 
does ſhe mean by that alarming hin:, ſome- 
thing is in agitation which will be both for my 
happineſs and advantage If it is what I ſear, 
my miſery, great as it already appears, is but 
commencing.— How ſhall I extricate myſelf 
from this diſtreſſing difficulty.!—Mr. Orbe's 
unmerited generoſity will be my ruin. How 
ſhall I wound his worthy heart by declining 
his offered favours |—lIt will be an indignity 
never to be forgiven I ſhall for ever forfeit 
his friendſhip.— I dare not think—the bare idea 
of ſuch an event fills me with horror. But 
why do I thus torment. myſelf with, perhaps, 
unneceſſary apprehenſions ! Adieu. You 
have reaſon to be weary of my correſpondence. — 
1 check my pen. 8 
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"LETTER . 


To Mr. BELMON r. 


| BY 1515 no apprehenſion for me, Belmont; 


I have in ſome meaſure regained my for- 


mer happineſs and compoſure ; and this could 
not have been the caſe, if virtue had not like- 


wiſe regained her empire over me. — Perhaps : 


ſtill love my too charming friend; but it is 
with a paſſion ſo pure, that it handly amounts 
to more than a tender and reſpectful friend- 
ſhip. Her behaviour to me is in many reſpects 
greatly altered. It was not without regret I 
firſt obſerved the change ; but 1 am now ſatis- 
fied, at leaſt endeavour to be ſo, with the 


obliging teſtimonies ſhe ſtill gives of her 


eſteem, though they ate no longer accompa- 


nied with that ſeducing r which was 
ſo fatal to me. 


U 


Miſs Foreſt is here yet, though ſhe begins 
to tire of her viſit, as I believe ſhe is at laſt con- 
vinced I am a ſtupid inſenſible, who was not 


worth balf the pains ſhe has condeſcended to 
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beſtow on me. She is, however at preſent in 
tolerable ſpirits, owing to the arrival of a new 
gueſt, Sir Richard Elton, who is in every reſ- 


pect a man after her own heart. Mr. Orbe 
had a friendſhip for his father; an intimacß 


has long ſubſiſted between the two families. 
This is the firſt time he has ſeen him ſince he 


returned from his travels and the death of his © 
father. The young gentleman has by the 


former acquired every modiſh agcompliſhment, 


and is conſequently, in general » favourite L | 
with the ladies: as his underſtanding too is far |} 
ot make a 
g his own BY 
Ar. Orbe has 
a great regard for him, though be j is not blind [2 
to his. imperfections 3 Which, however, he al- 


from being contemptible, he does 
very inconſiderable figure even an 
ſex. As the ſon of his frie 


"AST 


tributes to. giddy yauth and proſperity, and y 
hopes age and experience will render him more 


diſcreet, His perſon is handſome and graceful; 


he trifles agreeably ; and if his converſation i 18 1 
not ſolid, it is at leaſt amuſing. He expreſſes 5 
his ſentiments with eaſe, and 8 confidence of ÞY 
approbation.— Miſs Foreſt declares he is an 
enchanting fellow ; Mrs. Orbe .thioks bim 


tolerable 3 but the gentle Eliza is ſtlent, Nun. 
it is to her he is moſt ſtudious to render him- 
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ſelf agreeable. I have reaſon to think both 
Mr. Orbe and he have further views in this 
viſit than mere friendſhip .and civility, though 
neither have yet drapped any hints of their in- 
tention.— The young gentleman is very aſſidu- 
ous to the daughter ; — the father does not 


diſcourage his aſſiduity.— I could indeed ob- 


ſerve that the former was, from the firſt mo- 
ment he beheld her, ſtruck with her charms.—In 
vain did Miſs Foreſt play off all her coquette 
airs and graces. For ſome days ſhe could not 
attract the leaſt ſhare of his attention. She 
was not, however, diſcouraged ; and has at 
Jaſt extarted from him ſome common-place 
compliments and flattery, with which ſhe 1s 
tolerably ſatisfied ; though 1t is not without 
envy ſhe beheld the more tender and reſ- 
pectful attachment he has for her fair rival. 
The lovely Eliza is ſo gentle, ſo timid, and has 
ſuch a modeſt reſerve in her manner, that 1 
have not yet been able to penetrate inte her 
real ſentiments in regard to him; but I chink 
ſhe has ſince his arrival loſt a little of her 
amiable vivacity. In his company ſhe is more 
than uſually ſilent and thoughtful.— Thoſe are 
favourable ſymptoms for him I ſhould imagine: 

indeed, 
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indeed he has all thoſe exterior, though per- 
| haps they may be called ſuperficial graces, 
which are apt to captivate a young and unex- 
perienced heart. — Her friendſhip for me, how- 
ever, is not diminiſhed. It is to Sir Richard 
I muſt attribute that tender languor, which, 
on meeting her eyes, I ſometimes obſerve in 
them. How ſincerely do I wiſh her happineſs! 
but I rather doubt if this is the man qualified to 
render her ſo.— He does not appear capable of 
a paſſion ſo delicate, fervent, and diſintereſted, 
as that ſhe is worthy to inſpire ; but he is, 
however, lively, young, rich, well-born, and, 
as Mr. Orbe tells me, leſs faulty in his morals 
than moſt gay young men of his rank.—Le/; 
| faulty !—I ſhould have imagined the virtuous 
Orbe would have been more ſcrupulous in this 
point than the generality of fathers; as a 
daughter, like his, ſo lovely, ſo amiable, and 
with ſo large a fortune, is undoubtedly intitled 
to one in every reſpect unexceptionable ; but 
his friendſhip to the father makes him partial 
to the ſon.—I want to know Mrs. Orbe's ſen- 5 
timents of this affair; but ſhe is ſo prudently I 
ecircumſpect, that I never find an opportunity 
; of 
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of ſpeaking to her in private. I muſt bid you 
adieu. Eliza ſtill continues her morning rides; 
to day Miſs Foreſt and Mr. Orbe are to be of 
the party. — Sir Richard, who piques himſelf 
on his ſkill in driving, is going to ſhew his 
miſtreſs his dexterity. I am to accompany 
him in his phaeton ;—it is already at the gate. — 
Farewell. 
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LETT ER:-IvL 
To Mr. BELMONr. 


Have met with an accident, which wil 
not, however, I fancy, be attended with 
any very dangerous conſequences : but never 
will I again chuſe Sir Richard for my charioteer, 
As he performed in preſence of his miſtreſs, he 
was determined to ſhew her his contempt d 


danger; his horſes are ſpirited, and not thorough- 
ly broke, or rather he did not know properly | 
| how to manage them.—After driving ſome time ; 
at a moderate pace, he gave them the rein,, L 
they ſet off full gallop ; he was not ſufficiently 
attentive to the road; one of the carriage 
wheels drove againſt the ſtump of a tree; i 
overturned, and flung us with great violence o 
a conſiderable diſtance.—Miſs Orbe and the } 
reſt of our party that moment came up; ſie 
uttered a loud ſhriek, and without waiting for WW 


aſſiſtance leapt from her horſe.—I was near 


to her than Sir Richard; but the condition ut 


which ſhe ſaw me was too much for her gentl 
| ſpirit 
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ſpirits to ſupport. She had hardly reach'd me, 
when ſhe ſunk down in a ſwoon by my ſide. 
This almoſt reduced me to the fame condition. 
J endeavoured to give her aſſiſtance: but in at- 
| tempting to raiſe myſelf on my arm, I found, 
what I did not apprehend, though I felt a 
good deal of pain, that I had broke it by my 


fall. 


By this time Mr. Orbe, Miſs Foreſt, and 
Sir Richard, who had received no great injury 
from the accident, came to our aſſiſtance. 
Their firſt care, at my requeſt, was to recover 


5 Eliza. This was at laſt, not without ſome 


difficulty, effected O Belmont; how engag- 
ingly tender was her ſolicitude about me As 
Z ſhe found her lover out of danger, I alone en- 


3 groſſed her pity and attention. I returned 


bome in the chaiſe ; but Mr. Orbe accompa- 
L nied me inſtead of Sir Richard. 


Me arrived there without any further acci- 
5; dent. A ſervant had, from the firſt, been 
& diſpatched for a ſurgeon ; I threw myſelf on 
a couch till he came. When Mrs. Orbe was 


informed of my condition, ſhe haſtened to 


me 


Nr * * . £1 * ps gn . * * Wen rw 
LM — n — n * on £45 - 2 2 c Ga ot * 
2 2 2” By p (I Sq FD Ro eee ret r 5 p > wrt 260 IE: 
uy 1 7 9 Od 3 Re EE 9 5 RR * — 1 2 CORPS 8 — 
. FF n Sn 8 SEE EE RE FONT Wo n ** 


"TAs e 


„ 
— ay 


8 


2 
— 


« 
2 D gin. 
1 


c 


8 8 
eee 
en 
8 


as wins oth HO RSS A 2. f 
IIS het eres 


j 
h 
i 
| 


changed colour; and taking her friend by the 


The gentleman is very ſkilful in his profeſſion; 
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me— I will not attempt to deſcribe her be. 
haviour : in her preſence I no longer remem. 
bered the accident ; I no longer felt the leaf 


pain; never in my life was I happier than 2 


that moment, when I was witneſs to her ſym. 
pathizing emotions, her kind, her tender anxie- 


ty on my account. 


Eliza had caſt herſelf into a chair, but half. 
recovered from her fright : Sir Richard wa; 


making a thouſand apologies to her for havine : 
been the cauſe of it; every now-and-then ad- 


drefling himſelf to me, accuſing himſelf of raſh: 
neſs, and aſking my pardon.— Vou may believe 


that was eaſily obtained. Miſs Foreſt was 2 


truly unconcerned ſpectator of this ſcene: | 
have entirely loſt-her good graces; nor is ſhe 
indeed at any time much inclined to pity : | 


never ſaw one of her gentle ſex endued with 


ſo little ſenſibility ; and without that, where art 
there charms or attractions? 


The ſurgeon entered; Eliza aroſe ; he 
arm to ſupport herſelf, trembling left the room, 


he put me to leſs torture than I expected, and 
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am in hopes he will ſoon effe&t my cure. As 
Wit is my left arm, it does not prevent my wri- 
Wing; ; but I am ordered to lay down my pen. 
My generous friends are far more apprehenſive 


W ; for me than J am for myſelf. —T think they are 
ie. more careful than is neceſſary; ; but I gratefully 


Wubmit to their directions. Adieu, ſince they 
vill have it ſo. 
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LETTER XVII. 
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To Mr. BELMo Nr. 


. tra rt rr en 


8L16HT fever has for ſome days confinei 

me to my apartment ; but to ſoften that 
confinement, I receive frequent viſits from my 
friends, The generous Orbe is almoſt conſtant- 
ly with me; and laſt night, to heighten my 
felicity, Mrs. Orbe, the two young ladies, &c, 
did me the honour to ſit near three hour 
with me.—“ Come, ſaid Mrs. Orbe, with 
a gay air, „ do you not propoſe treating 1 7 
cc with tea? that was not, when I firſt knev Wi; 
ce you, your favourite liquor: but if you < 1 
ce not reliſh it in ſuch company, I ſhall pro- 
& nounce you have no taſte.” The tea equi 
Page was brought in.—Ah! Belmont ! do you 
think I did not intend to reliſh it, when made 
and preſented to me by ſo fair a hand ber 
That charming woman is all herſelf again, piqu 
How do I rejoice to ſee her returning t Jothe 
happineſs and peace !—I would die ſoone ſtan: 


than interrupt it—No; I fee her, I con. 
verſe 


. — 
KS e * 


” - , 


— — — 


Taz CarrAm in Love. or 
verſe with her, I live under the fame roof; 

what more ought I to deſire? every plite 
where ſhe is has to me a thouſand charms, 
which are no where elfe to be found; and 
can indulge this innocent pleaſure withoat 
remorſe : for fince Mr. Orbe is once more 
nfter of her heart, though ſhe ſhould in- 
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ned Yeotontarity be in poſſeſſion 'of mine, how 
hat can that do him any injury? perhaps my 
mj beaſosing is not coneluſve.— But oh! the flat- 
ant- 


tering error! ceaſe to reprove, and let me 
my i ee deceived. 


oun ; While Mr. Orbe, his lady, and I were en- 
with i Yeaged in converſation, Sir Richard was talk- 
r Uh Ying in a low voice to Fliza, who ſeemed to 
ney Wliten with a fort of uneaſy impatience, with- 
u out once looking at him; at laſt ſhe made 
pro- 2 pretence to change her ſeat, and placed her- 
qui. elf by Mrs. Orbe. She did not, however, 
you enter into our chearfulneſs, but appeared ab- 
nade I ſent and thoughtful —Mifs Foreſt ſupplied 
| fo {her place to Sir Richard; and he, not viſibly 
gain. piqued at her leaving him, entertained the 
g to Mother with great vivacity. From many in- 
one! ſlances I thould ſuſpect he has not all that 
col delicate 
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have been affected! But perhaps he attti. 


myſterious ; but time will diſcover her reif 


of ſpirits; ſome ſecret uneaſineſs, which ha 5 
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an effect.—I wonder Mrs. Orbe does nd 1 


ſhe is the confident.— Ah! who knows bi 7 
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delicate ſenſibility inſeparable from true love 
How differently, in his ſituation, ſhould | 


butes her behaviour to that pretty little ca. 
price ſo common amongſt more modith fair 
ones, and then an affected indifference 0 
thoſe occaſions is not bad policy.— He has 
happy opinion of his own attractions, and wil 
not eaſily be diſcouraged. Upon the whole 
Miſs Orbe's conduct in this affair is rathe 


ſentiments.—Her behaviour to me is that of: 
tender and affectionate ſiſter. -O that ſi: 
would, as to a brother, honour me with 
greater ſhare of confidence! For ſome week 
paſt ſhe ſeems to labour under a depreſliaſſ 


already viſibly impaired her health: the roſes i 5 
her cheeks begin to fade, and yield to a de, 
licate and languid paleneſs.— Is it love? Ne; : 
a love which is infured of a mutual return 
ſhould not, one would imagine, produce ſud 


obſerve it. Perhaps ſhe does ;—nay, perhayſ 


her gentle heart might have been engage 
by wh 
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while with her aunt, and her natural timidity 
will not ſuffer her to confeſs it to Mrs. Orbe? 

= —Well may ſhe then languiſh, uncertain of 
CW her fate, and abſent from the beloved ob- 
far f ject of her choice.— But all this is only con- 
a jecture—1 cannot be indifferent to her hap- 
; pineſs—Adiey, My letters are ſhort ; but 
Lam on no other condition permitted 6 write 
at preſent. 
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LETTER XVIII. 


To Mr. BELMo Nr. 


* length the threatened ſtorm is burſt, 
and I am wretched - This morning, 
as we were walking in the grove, Sir Ri- 
chard made me the confident of his paſſion 
for Miſs Orbe; but owned he had met with 
no encouragement from her yet, nor had 
yet made any propoſals to her father, as he 
firſt wiſhed to gain an intereſt in her heart. 
— He had no doubt of Mr. Orbe's conſent 
and approbation; his only difficulty would 
be with the young lady; and yet, believing 
his addreſſes were authorized by her father, 
in regard to which he had not undeceived 
her, ſhe had not given him a poſitive re- 
fuſal, but ſaid, he ſhould know her reſo- 
lution the moment Mr. Orbe had ſpoke to 
her on the ſubject; adding, that till then 
he would do well not to flatter himſelf with 
hopes, which, if it did not interfere with 
her 


> Os MW Ks 
K n 5 5 + A 6 
N Le A by . 20 . * 3 4 7 4 « 4 8 q — ä % 
Ce 36 ge ee oe ⁵v re 7 Ss ( ds ITE IM 
3 J. agar, VAAITET BEST pa FE GT ag Pa Me 45 . 
3 — de 8 1 be 3 P 
3 128 PA 2 N p 3 7 > 7 


n et 355 
FFF 


TRE CarrAN N Love. 99 


her duty, ſhe would inſtantly diſcourage.— 
« Now (continued Sir Richard) I know Mr. 
« Orbe is ſo much my friend, that he will 
« do all I could with to promote my feli- 
« city; but it would be imperfect if Miſs 
« Orbe did not ſhare it; though at all e- 
« yents,” added he, with an air of confi- 
dent ſelf-approbation, “ ſhe muſt, ſhe ſhall 
« be mine. What objections can ſhe have? 
&« Her affections are diſengaged. —Prithee, dear 
% Hervey (graſping my hand) ſpeak a good 
« word for me.— Theſe country girls are ſo 
« reſerved, ſo unperſuadable: I could have 


„ ſoftened the hearts of half a ſcore women 


« of faſhion in leſs time than I have be- 
& ſtowed on her; whom, after all my pains, 


&« can hardly bring to be tolerably civil to 
« me. For heaven's ſake, try what you can 
«© make of her: ſhe has à friendſhip for 
„ you; and you, though a fellow of ſpirit, 


have been long enough ruſticated to ſpeak 


6 to her in her own way. Vou are, eſteem- 


« ed an oracle in the family. Faith, Hervey, | 


* one would | wonder you did not make a 
« better uſe of their partiality, and ſuch 
« tempting opportunities But now, if you 

© "5 «6 dare 


ae. Att 
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ee 

c dare aſpire to the divine creature, one of our ; 66 
ce throats muſt be cut, this 1s/poſitive.” 1 
64 hope, Sir Richard, returned I, you do 
« not always ſpeak your real ſentiments. - 
cc If I could have been capable of ſuch baſe © 60 
« ingratitude as that you hint at, I ſhould de- 


« ſerve the”—« Huſh! huſh! friend,” inter- 
rupted he; „ none of your muſty morals. I 
« know all you can ſay upon the ſubjeR. I 


R oo rs 
5 Es 
* 
— 


&« have not yet forgot my ſage father's lec- 5 

« tures. But I am impatient to have you 5 f 
« talk to that little provoking angel — Will 1 
ce you oblige me? 4 With pleaſure, an- c 
ſwered 1; for though, to be free with ( 
c you, I have not ſeen the man who is in c 
c all reſpeds worthy of her, yet I may ſafe- | 
« ly ſpeak in your favour ; fince, after all, c 
her own ſuperior judgment muſt direct her 0 
& choice. But it may at leaſt be a means ; 
ce of putting you out of ſuſpenſe.” * A mighty | 
4 civil ſpeech,” ſaid he, laughing: “ but I do 
« not like you the worſe for your frankneſs. 
«T am not indeed worthy of her; that is to | 


« ſay, I am not perhaps ſo very, very good 

„as I ought to be: a little wild, or ſo. But 

« the deuce is in it, if ſober matrimony will 
| « not 


ur 
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« not tame me; and you muſt allow it is a 


« good ſtride towards reformation to be will- 
« ing to make uſe of the means. — Hark! add- 
ed he; « I hear ſomebody.— Ah! it is my 
« goddeſs. Now fly on the wings of friend- 
« ſhip, and may ſucceſs attend your elo 
« quence! Mean time, to beguile the tedious 
« interval, I will go and amuſe myſelf with the 
« other little ſmart toad; who, entre nous, is 
60 as coming as I pleaſe.— Adieu.“ 


So ſaying, he turned into another walk, and 
feeing Eliza enter a ſummer-houſe, I followed 
her,—She bluſhed on my entrance. i Is my 
« intruſion unſeaſonable ?”. ſaid I, ſmiling. 
« Perhaps I have interrupted ſome agreeable 
« reverie.” „If you have, ſaid ſhe, ſweet- 
ly bluſhing, “ the pleaſure of your company 
ce will make me amends,” -I bowed ; but 
was ſilent, being at a loſs how to begin the 
intended ſubject : ſhe ſeemed no leſs embaraſſed. 


At laſt ſhe aſked, by way of ſaying ſomething, 


« If it was not Sir Richard that parted from 


ce me juſt now p77 Then added, without giving | 


me time to anſwer, „I want to know your 
« opinion of that gentleman.” —* I wiſh I 
_ "196 firſt be favoured with yours,” re- 

53 turned 
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turned I, ſmiling, and looking at her with 


meaning. do not like him at all,“ an- 


ſwered ſhe, with quickneſs: „ how unjuſt 


then are your ſuſpicions? Though I dare 


« ſay you are very indifferent whether” — 
She ſtopped, and bluſhed; but inſtantly reco- 
vering herſelf “ J am miſtaken, continued 
ſhe, * if you yourſelf have a very favourable 
« opinion of him. For my part, I think he is 
« of all the men I ever met with the moſt 
&« diſagreeable ; and were I not reſtrained by 
© motives of duty, I ſhould long ere now 


ec have informed him of my real ſentiments. 1 


« am naturally ingenuous ; all diſguiſe is pain- 
&« ful to me.—Ah ! how painful !” added ſhe, 


fighing, and caſting down her modeſtly baſh- 
ful eyes.—« Unhappy Sir Richard ” faid I, 
fighing in my turn. „ Can any thing be at- 


* tended with more miſery than a hopeleſs paſ- 
& ſion l' — She raiſed her eyes; ſhe looked 
earneſtly oh me. I coloured] durſt not meet 
her penetrating glances, leſt ſhe ſhould read 
itt mine the fatal ſecret of my heatt. 


A ſilence of ſome moments enſued—a pain- 
ful ſilence on my part, in which I gave way 


to melancholy reflection.— Till that moment, 


wholly 


8 


< — 2 — £ 
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Richard, I did not recolle& that the arbour 


where we were ſeated was the ſame where 


I had once — Ah! Belmont! the guilty ſcene 
which I have ſo long endeavoured to blot 
from my memory again preſented itſelf, and 
produced a variety of emotions.—At laſt Miſs 
Orbe rouſed me from my painful reveries. 
« You are very thoughtful,” ſaid ſhe in a 
tender accent; may I not know the cauſe ??; 
And was not my lovely ſiſter equally ſo??? 
returned I, forcing a ſmile. Was Sir Richard 


„ ſo happy as to engroſs your thoughts?“ 


« You will make me angry,” cried ſhe; 
«© have I not been ſufficiently explicit in de- 
« claring my ſentiments of him? Why would 
« you renew the hateful ſubject?ꝰ Tell me 
then, my amiable Eliza, my charming ſiſter, 
« why;that gentle melancholy, for which J have 
« for ſome time been ſo ſincerely concerned? 
« Oblige me with your confidence. Do you 
not honour me with the name of friend? per- 
mit me to leſſen your uneaſineſs by ſharing 
it. What is become of that engaging chear- 
6 fulneſs that uſed ſo much to delight us?“ 
“Am I melancholy,” interrupted ſhe, ſighing. 
* And have you obſerved it? and does it make 

F4 % you 


wholly intent on the promiſe I had made Sir 
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« you uneaſy? Indeed you are very good but 
« ] do not know what is the matter. Sit 
ce Richard torments me, and every body en- 
6 courages him in his impertinence—and you 
« —eyen you, have taken upon you to ſpeak 
cc in his favour. I ſhould not have expected 
&« that.” Again ſhe raiſed her fine eyes to my 
face, with the ſweeteſt tenderneſs “ But tell 
eme, added ſhe, ſtill looking earneſtly on 
me, © do you really wiſh me to love him?“ 
—< ] wiſh you to be happy,“ returned ] fer- 
vently; and taking her hand, “from my ſoul 
I wiſh you happy; but I know not whether 
« your returning Sir Richard's paſſion would be 
{© the means to promote it. Neither he, nor 
&« any man [I have yet ſeen, is worthy of you. 
“% —But is there no other?“ -I ſtopped, and 
fixed my eyes on her face. —She bluſhed, 
and next moment turned pale.—] felt her 


hand tremble: ſhe did not attempt to with- 
draw it. 


I now thought I had diſcovered the ſecret, 
and that I had been right in my conjectures, 
— At laſt, © Is there no other?“ repeated ſhe, 
faultering, and looking at me with tender 
emotion? „ ſurely there are a thouſand others 
« more worthy than this hateful Sir Richard.” 

“ And 
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—& And why, ſaid I, preſſing her hand, © will 


« not my lovely ſiſter be a little more expli- 


&« cit? Is there any crime in a virtuous paſ- 
« fion ?”” — 66 Paſſion!” ſaid ſhe, bluſhing; 
« why I hope you do not ſuſpe & — but aſk 
«© me. no more queſtions.— Tell me rather, 
« my dear brother,” added ſhe, in more ten- 
der accents, © why you ſpoke fo feelingly of 
« hopeleſs love. Let me queſtion you in my 
« turn.” She pauſed ; her eyes fixed on mine, 
as waiting for an anſwer.— Ah!” faid I, deep- 
ly ſighing, and preſſing her hand between mine; 
« too well I know to pity thoſe who are in that 
condition.“ But you, my friend, you at 
« leaſt,” cried ſhe, faultering, “ are not ſo.— 
Before J had time to anſwer, Mr. Orbe, to 
our mutual ſurpriſe, entered the arbour.— had 
ſtill hold of her hand; and the converſation 


we had been engaged in had given to both our 


countenances an air of tenderneſs, My part of 
it, on his appearance, threw me into ſome 
degree of confuſion. Hardly knowing what I 
did, 1 ſuddenly quitted her hand; when, ad- 
vancing with a look of gracious benignity, he 
took one of each. Let me again,” ſaid he, 
« join thoſe hands I have long wiſhed to ſee 
« united. Bluſh not, my dear Eliza; you 
have no cauſe ; your choice is mine; and 
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& | hope you will not be diſpleaſed that 1 
confirm it thus by my ſanction. She look 
ed at her father, then at me“ Good hea- 
« yens!” exclaimed ſhe; can it be poſſible! am 
e then at laſt” She could add no more, but 
ſank down to the ſeat almoſt fainting. My 
emotions, my aſtoniſhment, were inexpreſſible. 
—] ſtood like a ſtatue, without ſenſe or mo- 
tion, till rouſed by the condition in which I faw 
her ; Which revived my hopes that ſhe had al- 
ready diſpoſed of her heart in favour of ano- 
ther; and I knew Mr. Orbe's indulgence too 
well to think he would oppoſe her happineſs. 


Now was the time when every thing would 
be explained. —Ah ! it was indeed too foon.— 
She Tecovered; ſhe opened her eyes; they 
were inſtantly raiſed to mine with timid foft- 
neſs.— My gentle Eliza,” faid her father, 
« is all compoſed of tender fenfibility.—How 
cc miſerable, muſt you have been, my child, had 
« you fixed your affeQtions upon an improper 
ce Object! ſince a heart like yours is not formed 
cc for flight attaghments.—But'T have for ſome 


« time ſeen and rejoiced in your choice; Ed- 


« mond is worthy of you. I thought the con- 
cc traſt between him and Sir Richard would not 
« be to his diſadvantage, and therefore en- 

« couraged 
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« couraged his viſit, He, too, likes you, my 


« dear, but he will ſoon get the better of his 


cc paſſion when he has no longer any hopes. 

« did not diſcourage him at firſt ; becauſe, as 

« ] was reſolved never to oppoſe your inclina- 

« tions, and at that time imagined your af- 

« fections diſengaged, I did not know, though 

« ] wiſhed the ang that he might prove 

« agreeable to yon.“ Oh Sir !?? cried Miſs 

Orbe, * how could you think he would | how 
« much uneaſineſs would a more early know- 
« ledge of your kind, your generous indulgence, 
ec have ſpared me!“ Did you then doubt it, 
« my Eliza?” returned he. But will you 
« once more without reluctance allow me to 
« give your hand to this worthy youth?“ 
She took his, and preſſing it to her lips; 
« It is yours, my beloved papa, diſpoſe of it 
« as you think proper. But there,“ added 
ſhe, covering her bluſhing face with the other, 
© Take it 
« then, my dear fon,” ſaid he, turning to 
me, for as ſuch I have always regard- 
« ed you; but my felicity will be more 
« complete when you have a title to that 
„ name. Make my child happy, and you 
« will mfure mine How woald my friend, 
c your 


« jt cannot be with reluctance.“ 
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your worthy . ather, have rejoiced at this 
cc union! It is what we both wiſhed from 


“ your earlieſt infancy,—Ah! why did he not 


« hive to ſee it accompliſhed !?? 


A tremor ſeized me ; I could hardly ſupport 
myſelf; I knelt down; I preſſed her hand to 
my trembling lips; I was more dead than 
alive.— They, however, attributed my emoti- 
ons to a far different cauſe. O Belmont! it is 
paſt, and I am wretched; for I feel it is im- 
poſſible for me to love her! My former paſſion, 
which I vainly imagined half-extinguiſhed, has 
ſteeled my heart againſt every other impreſſion. 


To what a ſituation am I reduced! how am 


I entangled !==but ſhall I bind an amiable 


_ unfortunate girl to a man who cannot love her, 


and who is ſo every way unworthy ?—Yet 
how ſhall I extricate myſelf? Can I think of 
wounding the heart of my generous friend ? 
Can JI offer ſuch an indignity to the young 
lady? Oh! the more I reflect, the more in- 
ſurmountable appears the difficulty of breaking 


off this ill-concerted union.— I eſteem Miſs 


Orbe, and love her as I would do a ſiſter, 
with a pure and innocent affection: but 
what is that, to the warm and ardent paſſion 


. ſhe ought, nay, by a fatal error, believes ſhe 
has inſpired ?—A heart ſo tender, fo ſenſible 
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as hers, muſt be miſerable to find itſelf at- 
tached to one that is indifferent to her charms. 
I know people frequently marry without 
any of this violent paſſion, and that it is 
not perhaps neceſſary to conſtitute their hap- 
pineſs; but where a perſon of her ſenſibility 
is united to one whoſe regard amounts to no 
more than a cool friendſhip and reſpectful 
eſteem, it muſt be a continual ſource of 
wretchedneſs. She would pine at my un- 
kindneſs (for ſuch ſhe would eſteem it) and 
droop under a ſenſe of unrequited love— 
What ſhould I not ſuffer to ſee her in that 
condition l- Ah!]! I tremble at the thought. 
— shall I thus requite her generous father's 


friendſhip ?“ Make my daughter happy,“ 
ſaid he, „and you will inſure mine.“ — 


And ſhall I, on the contrary, deliberately 


make her miſerable?—Noz; rather let him 
believe me an ungrateful wretch, and unwor- 


thy of his leaſt regard: let him hate, 


abandon, and forget me, ere I conſent to 
do him ſo much wrong.—How is it poſſible ! 
—Help me, Belmont! I can come to no 


fixed reſolution; my mind is in the utmoſt 


diſtraction.— Adieu. 


LETTER 
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CE T:T-E KR MX. 
To Gzorct Davers, Eſq; 


"OW all ye powers of malice and re- 
venge, aſſiſt me lO Davers ! all my 
flattering hopes are blaſted! What now re- 
mains, but that I take a glorious vengeance 


on my happy rival? in which, of courſe, 


is included the perverſe, inſenſible, capricious 
fair-one. Then haſten to town, maliciouſly 
ſmiling at the miſchief I have made.—Fight- 
ing is my laſt reſource; not from want of 
courage—of that no man dare accuſe me: 
but it is a revenge too much in the com- 
mon ſtile to ſuit my taſte.—I am meditating 
a ſecret blow, which will wound the deeper 
becauſe ſudden and unexpected. If this 
ſcheme fails, the other is ſtill in my power, 
I have already ſecured Miſs. Foreſt in my 
intereſt : the girl has a fruitful invention, 
and will ſtop at nothing to gratify her va- 
nity. She hates the charming—curſe on her 
charms — Eliza, becauſe in every thing ſo 
much her ſuperior.—I have diſcovered what 
her pride will hardly ſuffer her to acknow- 

| - ledge 
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| ledge even to herſelf, that ſhe entertains a 


ſecret hopeleſs paſſion for that too ſucceſsful 


| triumphant varlet my rival; and one may 


eaſily gueſs the conſequence of unrequited 
love in a breaſt like hers. Let me alone 
to work her to my purpoſe—She has lately 
inſinuated herſelf into the confidence of Miſs 
Orbe: thefe love-fick girls, you know, 
cannot keep their ſecrets: yet till within 
this week there ſeemed a mutual coolneſs 
between them—On the orher hand, Hervey 
is the moſt unſuſpecting, open hearted fellow 
in England: I ſhall eaſily prevail on him to 


admit me into the fecret receſſes of his heart; 


he has already a friendſhip for me. I am 


1 apparently compoſed, and reſigned to my fate; 


1 nay, I have gone fo far as to congratulate 


4 him on his approaching happineſs. —He ſighed, 


and muttered ſome incoherent ſentences. 
Something ſeems to be labouring in his breaſt, 
which he wiſhes, yet fears to diſcloſe.—I 


a have already ſome ſhrewd ſuſpicions : you may 
believe he will be carefully watched by two 
# ſuch diligent ſpies as Miſs Foreſt and my wor- 


ſhip.—If I can but contrive to make a breach 
between that formal old fellow Orbe and 


him, half my purpoſe will be anſwered.— 


But if, beſides this, I can by any means 
| conjure 
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conjure up that tormenting fiend jealouſy in 
the gentle boſom of his Dulcinea, the day's . 
my own. — But how is this poſſible ? you 5 
aſk; what object is there to excite it?— 
Miſs Foreſt, by all accounts, has two few 
attractions. Whoever dreamed of her? 
No, no, Davers; I have in view a creature 
far more likely to ſeduce; one who may 
vie in beauty with the moſt lovely of her 
ſex; and one, too, who if I am not much 
miſtaken—but my project is not yet ripe 
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enough to be communicated :—hbe ſatisfied ÞW © 
that I have a glorious miſchief in view 
But here he comes.—now will I endeavour £ : 
from his frankneſs to furniſh myſelf with Y 
arms againſt him— 3 


Take our converſation. 
4% ] interrupt you, Sir Richard?“ 


&« No; I had juſt finiſhed my letter: it 


« was but ſhort,” added I ſighing; © I . 

% have no longer any agreeable ſubje&ts to MW © 

« employ my pen.—I was talking of my 8 

« miſery and your happineſs. ?? 43 
c Of my happineſs !” repeated he. & Ah! 

« how little you know—but it is generous « 
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« in you to mention it with ſo little ap- 
„ pearace of envy or reſentment.” 


« Why though a thoughtleſs giddy fellow.” 


© 


returned I, «© I hope you do not think me 
« jncapable of friendſhip? But can you ſup- 
% poſe I do not envy you? By my ſoul, Her- 
« vey, I would gives the Indies to be in 
« your place; and yet you bear your good 
„fortune with all the ſtoicah compoſure of a 
« philoſopher. But perhaps you check your 
« joyful emotions out of kind compaſſion to 
[© me?” 


© You little know what paſſes in my 
- « breaſt, Sir Richard : 

} «and confuſion —Would to heaven” He 
ſtopped.— | 


all there is tumult 


« What?” cried I; © prithee, man, ſpeak 


: « out, without mincing the matter.“ 


= © Miſs Orbe is a lovely, amiable girl,” 
| ſumed he, I am utterly unworthy of her. 
I am oppreſſed with a ſenſe of the obliga- 


„tions her father is continually heaping on 
© 6c 27 
me. 


| © Ah! Hervey, Hervey !” cried I, ſmiling ; 
* how. difficult is it for you to diſguiſe your 


& {entiments ! 
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cc ſentiments! This laſt obligation, as you 
« call it, is by far the leaſt acceptable 
« of any he has yet conferred.—ls it not 
« ſo 9”? 


« How can you think that poſſible?” fe. 
turned he, colouring. 


&« | will tell you what, Edmond: that you 
& do not love her is evident :—there is no ac- 
« counting for taſte, or I ſhould be tempted 
« to quarrel. with you ſor not ſeeing her with 
« my partial eyes. But if you will folloy 
„ my counſel, it will be much better. A 
66 jt is | 


« Your counſel !” cried he; „ in whit 
ec reſpect ??? 


« Why yield up your claim to her, and 
6 endeavour to promote that of your friend,” 


« And how,” anſwered he, with quick. 
neſs; „ ſuppoſing your ſuſpicion juſt, hon 
can that poſſibly be effected?“ 


O leave that to me: it is not ſo diff 
cult as you imagine. You are the on! 
& obſtacle in my way: but for you, Ian 
ce ya!y 

4 
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« yain enough to believe ſhe would not ſo 


| « coolly have received the devoirs of a fel- 
„low, whoſe perſon and underſtanding are 
far from being contemptible. I have done 
4 ſome execution in my time; but her af- 
„ fections were engaged before I ſaw her; 
s and the more ſtrongly, becauſe ſhe fore- 
4 ſaw a great many obſtacles between her 
| « and her wiſhes —Young girls are natural- 
| « ly romantick. The difficulty of an amour 
is to them its principal charm : but now 
her choice is approved of by her father, 
hen ſhe can no longer entertain her ima- 
4 ination with hair-breadth eſcapes from 
| © hated marriages, rope-ladders, and private 
| « aſſignations, her paſſion will grow languid. 
Now, could I but find the critical mo- 
ment, when, after having yawned out an 
; hour or two with hardly a word to ſay 
to each other, you are ſecking a pretence 
4 to break off your inſipid tete-a-tete ; could 
i «I, at a moment like that, caſt myſelf in 
| © her way, and pour out at her feet the 
| © effuſions of my enamoured heart, what ad- 
vantage might I not reap from the compa- 
“ riſon ſhe would naturally draw between mine, 
| © and your cold inanimate addreſs! If to this 
Al add a hint of your indifference, her pride 


cc would 
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c would take the alarm, reſentment uſury 
the place of tenderneis ; and to what length; 
c will not a reſentment of this kind Carry 
&« ſome of the dear creatures!“ 


« Ah 1? cried he, © how little do you 
„know the amiable girl !—Hers is not 2 
common heart, nor ſo caſy a conqueſt a; 
you ſeem to imagine.“ 


« It is at leaſt but badly beſtowed on your 
ce inſenſible worſhip,” ſaid I. “ For my part, 
46 adore her; and could I but call he 
“ mine, I would bid an eternal adieu to al 
« my former wildneſs and indifcretions.—Yes; 
„] am convinced ſuch an union would work 
cc an intire reformation.”? 


This laſt, Davers, was a neceſſary ingredient 
in my ſpeech. The fellow is ridiculouſly ſcru- 
pulous; and if I did not premiſe this ſaid re- 
formation, would never promote my intereſ 
with the fair-one.— But you find he has halt- 
owned he does not love her. Since that is 
the caſe, I believe I ſhall drop my other pro- 
ject, and only avail myſelf of his indiffe- 
rence, of which I ſhall take a proper oppor- 
tunity to inform my charmer, though I would 

ſcrupl 
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: ſcruple at no means to effect my purpoſe, yet 
thoſe which are moſt honourable are cer- 
F tainly to be preferred. One would not be 


wicked merely for the ſake of wickedneſs. 


| « | wiſh from my ſoul,” ſaid he, “ you 
were worthy of her, and that ſhe eſteemed 
you ſo. But though I have a friendſhip for 
you, Sir Richard, yet I muſt tell you, I am 
far more ſolicitous for her happineſs than 
either yours or my own. It is not in my 
ben power to promote it would it were in 
yours My frankneſs has, perhaps, carried 
% me too far: but I think I may rely on 


es; : 

your friendſhip.— Though were you even 
ork | 15 : 

“ ungenerous enough to divulge what is ſpoke 

«in confidence, I could not be more wretched 
= « than I already am.—I would much rather 
= % Miſs Orbe ſhould deſpiſe me tor ſuppoſed in- 
| e gratitude, than honour me with a partiality 
* „which but I have already ſaid too much; 
*. [© my heart is too open; it will never ſuffer 
a 


„me to be nene reſerved.” 


or- © You injure me,” faid I, „ by ſuppoſing 
ff. me capable of making an ungenerous uſe 
por- of the confidence you repoſe” in me.—No z 


ould it is to your grave priggiſh fellows you 
uplc “ ſhould be reſerved : we rattling wild ones 


3 * have not ſolidity enough to be treacherous. 
And 
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&« And why ſhould I? What have you done 
© to excite my malice ?—lt is true, Mit 
& Orbe gives you the preference ; but hoy 
&« can you help that? you are, perhaps, the 
& handſomeſt fellow of the two. Notwith- 
« ſtanding that, I will take her with all my 
cc ſoul, and make her an unexceptionable huſ- 
« band into the bargain.” 


cc Were I ſure of that,“ faid he, I ſhoul 
cc moſt ſincerely wiſh her yours; for as you 
& have a more ardent paſſion for her, I think 
«© ſhe would be happier with you than it is 
ec in my power to make her.—But the thing 
6 appears abſolutely impracticable: you kno- 
ce the would never liſten to your addreſſes,” 
cc Circumſtances are altered,” returned |, 
& At any rate, till I know the worſt, ! 
«3m determined to indulge the flattering 
« hope; only do you give up your preter 
«tions to her.” 


I will moſt joyfaly, ſaid he, & whe 
« you have brought her to declare in yon 
ce fayour. But you do not conſider how lit 
«tle time there is to effect all this: prepurr 
„ tions are already Foun for gar. marriage 
„ What ſhe?'— 


He was interrupted by 98 entrance of 1 


ſervant, who came to inform us the lads 
waited 
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ne N waited tea.— We immediately joined them.— 
lib What a glow brightened on the face of the 
on charming Eliza on our entrance I but I, un- 
the happy fellow ! had no ſhare in the ſweet emo- 
th- MW tion. —Hervey took his ſeat next her. The 
my {Wfcllow has naturally an eaſy gracefulneſs in 
wl- his manner; but at that time he appeared in 

the moſt aukward embarraſſment.— His eyes 

were rivetted to the floor, he ſtarted when- 


ul Never Miſs Orbe addreſſed herſelf to him, 
* though it was in the ſoft harmonious voice 
"" Wof love. Mrs. Orbe, who uſed to enliven 


it h : : : | | 
hig |” with her ſprightly wit, was uncommonly 
now erave; her ſage lord is always fo—Had it 


not been for Miſs Foreſt and my worſhip, - 


e * 
12 pre might, for ſilence and ſolemnity, have 
„ 1 Ivied with a ſober meeting of the faithful.— 


| was heartily weary of the humdrum party, 
and propoſed a walk: it was immediately aſ- 
ſented to.—Hervey ſnatched up his hat, re- 
joiced at being freed from his aukward fitu- 
ation.——In the courſe of our rambles, the 
two young ladies ſtruck into a different path. 
had given Miſs Foreſt her cue; but I have 
not time at preſent to relate MEA converſa- 
tion, which ſhe afterwards repeated to me. 
Adieu! I am Plaguy tired of writing: you 
ſhall have it in my next. 
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F 


To GEORGE Davers, Eſq; 


O W, Davers, for a female tète-à-tèe— 
We ſtrolled, ſaid Miſs Foreſt, into 
the grove ; and Eliza ſeating herſelf under: 
ſpreading tree, I followed her example. We 


were for ſome time ſilent, Miſs Orbe fre. 


quently uttering profound ſighs.—“ W hat, in 
c the name of fortune, is the matter with you, 


my dear ?—why you ſigh as piteouſly as 


cc you had loſt a lover, inſtead of gained 


© one—But I forget ;—that lover is going w 


ce be converted into a huſband ; and, to ſia 


« truth, you have ſome little cauſe to fear 
ce the change will not be advantageous.” 


« Ah Harriot! have I not cauſe to think 


ce that lover is already changed? Why | 


ce he not ſtill my tender, my engaging friend! 


« But I did not know when I was hap). 
c Fooliſh creature! by endeavouring to auß 


« ment, I have deſtroyed it!” 


« 'Tit 
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The men, my dear, will give themſelves 


4 gits of conſequence when they know their 


« power; yet there is one I could mention, 
« who is, I am convinced, an exception to 


| « this too general rule.“ 


« And who is that pray ”» 


« No favourite of yours, I believe; though 
„I wonder he ſhould not; for upon my life 
J think him a thouſand times more agree- 
« able than Hervey, and in my opinion ten 
« times as handſome.” 


« Ah! name not the odious creature !” 


« Nay, pray, my dear, give me leave. Sup- 
« poſe I have a paſſion for him myſelf, will 
« you not indulge me in my turn? T poſitive- 
« ly muſt talk of him or be ſilent. What 
t eyes the wretch has! and how ſmart, how 
« entertaining was he this evening; while 
“your hum-drum ſwain had not a word to ſay | 
« for himſelf !—I wonder how you had pa- 
e tience with his ſtupidity! None of your 
« ſilent lovers for my money; though, entre 
« nous, I am much miſtaken if your man's 
e ſilence proceeded either from love or ti- 
© midity.”? | 


. 
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Miſs Orbe haſtily interrupted me—“ Ane 
« from what then do you think it could pro- 
cc ceed?—Ah! my dear Harriot !” throwing 
her arm round my neck, * tell me your ſuſpici- 
c ons! I ſee you are not ſatisfied with his 
conduct. O why did 1 fooliſhly diſpoſe of 
8 my heart, without,“ added ſhe, hiding her 
bluſhing face in my boſom, * being ſure of 
c return! but did he not once love me? 
« ſurely he did. What then have I done? 
cc has my behaviour been too free? I know 
ce not, indeed, how to conceal my real ſen- 
ce timents, unpractiſed as I am in deceit.— 
« But why, my friend,” continued ſhe, burft- 
ing into tears, why did not you, who have 
« more experience, give me a. ſeaſonable hint, 
« if you ſaw any thing amiſs in my con- 
duct? Good heavens ! if he ſhould deſpiſe 
« me for my weakneſs ! Ah! if it muſt be 
« ſo, let him ceaſe to love me, but I cannot 


cc hear to be deſpiſed.” 


« He muſt be a deſpicable wretch himſelf 
ce if he does; and were I in your ſituation, 
« and had the leaſt ſuſpicion of this nature, 
„J know what I would do.” 


Miſs 


cc 
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Miſs Orbe, with quickneſs— “ What would 
ee you do?“ | 


* 


„ Why 1 would deſpiſe him in my turn. 


4 1 would beſtow myſelf on a worthier ob- 


« ic; one who would ſet a proper value 
« on the ineſtimable favour; for ſo the ena- 
« moured Sir Richard would efteem it, It 
© would be a noble, a ſpirited revenge!“ 


« Tt would indeed, Miſs Foreſt, be a re- 
« verge, but of which I alone ſhould feel 


| © the effect. Beſtow myſelf on another | Alas! 


my friend, your heart is happily a ſtranger 
« to love, or you would not talk in that man- 
« ner. No; mine at leaſt has none of that 
% commodtous levity in its compoſition, which 
« will ſuffer me at pleaſure to change the 
object of its attachment. What ſtruggles 
did not my unfortunate paſſion coſt me, 
* when I believed it contrary to my duty to 
„ indulge it! but I found death alone could 
* extinguiſh the tender ſentiments, which there 
* was but one man on earth born to inſpire. 
* I thought (and furely I was not miſtaken) 
* his diſtreſs was equal to my own; that he 


| © laboured to ſuppreſs a flame which he ima- 


* gined it would be preſumption and ungrate- 
G 2 d 6e ful 
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« ful to indulge. To what elſe can 1 attri- 
« bute his involuntary ſighs, his ſadneſs, and 


« that gentle languor which was ſo touch- 


e ingly diffuſed over his amiable countenance? 
« nay, did he not confeſs to me that he too 
« well knew the pangs of hopeleſs love? and 
e yet, when that love is authorized by my 
« father, when there is no longer any ob 
ce ſtacle. between him and the accompliſhment 
c of his wiſhes, he becomes cool and indit- 
* ferent.— How ſhall I account for this? are 
« all men thus changeable and inconſtant?“ 


« You have yourſelf accounted for it, 
« Eliza, when you ſay there are no longer 
e any difficulties to ſtruggle with. To the 
« penerality of men, thoſe very difficulties 
ee add fewel to the flame; when they ceaſe, 
« they no longer find any charms in the 
e purſuit that before ſo warmly engaged 
them. And to ſpeak my ſentiments freely, 
« do not think our friend is capable of a 
'« conſtant ſteady paſſion; he is a ſtrange 
"oe To” 5 


- 


„And what,” 3 Miſs Orbe, with 
fervour, © has the poor lad done to you t0 
* make you ſo much his enemy? He ma) 


40 have given me ſome little cauſe of com- 
6e plaint: 


6 


com- 
aint: 
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« plaint; but ſurely he never gave any to 


« you.” 


I ͤbluſhed. Nay, my dear, he is well 
« enough for that matter: but I have not 


| « patience to ſee ſo much happineſs laviſhed 


« on one who appears fo little ſenſible of 
« his good fortune. Upon my word, it would 
« tempt one to ſuſpect.— 


I pauſed—Miſs Orbe, with impatience, 
« What ?—for heaven's ſake, ſpeak out !” 


Nothing, my dear; for you ſay he con- 


| © feſſed he had long entertained a ſecret paſſion 


« —but are you ſure it was—“ 


Again I ſtopped, as if I had inadvertently 
faid more than I intended. Miſs Orbe ut 
tered a deep ſigh, and flinging her arms 
round my neck, almoſt fainting, « Now tell 


| © me all,” ſaid ſhe, faultering ; « my miſery 
* will ſoon be at an end! Death—“ 


dhe old add no more—a ſhower of tears 
ſtopped the paſſage of her words—** Dear 


* Eliza! you are fo ſtrapgely apprehenſive 
hat have 1 ſaid. to cauſe ſuch violent 


G43 emotions? 
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« emotions? upon my life you quite frighten 
« me. I ſhall be cautious how I talk to you 
« again on this ſubject. I would, indeed, 
out of friendſhip, adviſe you to change your 
4“ conduct a little.“ CER 


« My conduct !” cried ſhe, with an anxi- 
ous look—** Oh! what part of it has been 
« cenſurable ??? | 


« Cenſurable! my dear; it has only been 
„ too faultleſs. Believe me, one ought to 
affect ſome degree of caprice, in order to 
« govern that almoſt ungovernable creature 
« man. I think a little innocent coquettry 
« with Sir Richard would not be amiſs.— 
„That, if any thing, would rouſe him from 
e his preſumptuous ſecurity.” 


O! never, never !”” cried ſhe, with diſdain, 


« will I condeſcend to ſuch deſpicable arti- 


« fice. Have 1 not reaſon to imagine he al- 
« ready thinks meanly of me ?—but never wil 
* voluntarily give him cauſe to deſpiſe me. 
« No; my paſſion is all artleſs and ſincere. 
* Were I convinced it required any of thoſe 
arts to inſure the continuance of his, I would 
e that moment renounce him, as upworthy of 
* my deaſt regard.“ 


Ah! 
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n « Ah! Eliza; do you think that is in your 
w power? No; you are all compoſed of 
d, « gentle ſoftneſs. Would, to heaven you had 
ur « 2 little of my neceflary pride! I would 
« ſhew him the difference! Upon my life, 
« would not heſitate a moment to give my 
« hand to the agreeable Sir Richard, if I 
« had ſuch reaſon as you have to ſuſpect Her- 
« yey of indifference. The former adores you; 
een « it would be the whole ſtudy of his life to 
to make you happy; and ſurely the change 
« would in every reſpeC be to your advantage. 

His rank and fortune ä 


Miſs Orbe interrupted me with an air of 
mdignation,—** Name not to me thoſe empty 
« deſpicable trifles !?? 


She ſtopped—For Hervey, 1 wh I 
had parted ſome time before, not knowing 
| they were there, had ſauntered into the grove, 
and interrupted their tete-a-tete, He made 3 
very lover-like appearance, as Miſs Foreſt 
deſcribed him to me; a ſoft languor in his 
countenance, his arms folded, and his boſom 
heaving with gentle ſighs.— Upon my life, 
« Sir Richard,“ added ſhe, ec he is a be- 
« witching fellow! It was impoſſible at that 
Ah « moment 
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« moment for any woman to behold hin 
& with indifference. The wind had blown 
„ his auburn hair about his face, which 
« gave to his appearance an agreeable air of 
« negligence.” 


To fay truth, Davers, the varlet has his 
attractions but why muſt I pop in my 
word? Miſs Foreſt will ſay enough in all 
conſcience without my aſſiſtance. So here ſhe 
goes again: 


Eliza ſtarted when ſhe ſaw him : her face 
was covered with a crimſon bluſh; which, 
however, almoſt inſtantly gave place to a 
deadly paleneſs. She was obliged to have re- 
courſe to her ſalts. Edmond was not without 
his emotions :—approaching with an air more 
reſpectful than tender, he took her motion- 
leſs hand; „ Is it not time my lovely friend 
« ſhould. quit this retreat? the dews of the 
© evening may be of prejudice to your delicate 
&« conſtitution, eſpecially as you are not, | 
« fear, perfectly recovered from your late in- 
"FE diſpoſition.” 


ce And were you,” Yaid I (for I aw ſhe 
could make no anſwer) * ſo gallant as to 


come in queſt of us? From that eonſide- 
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with an accent of ſurpriſe : 
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« ration I pardon your intruſion.— But what 
« is become of Sir Richard? I ſhall not eaſily 
« excuſe his negligence: he who. uſed to be 
« ſo polite, ſo afſiduous! Tell him Miſs 
« Orbe will never forgive him.” 


She gave me ſuch a look !—* Miſs Orbe 
« will never forgive him!” repeated Hervey, 
« how happy 
«© would he eſteem himſcli—"” 


« However agreeable to you”? (the you pro- 
nounced with particular emphaſis) —interrupt- 


ed Eliza, with more ſpirit than I had ever 


before ſeen her aſſume; „ muſt not ſuffer 
« you, to continue in a miſtake. Sir Richard's 
« preſence or abſence are almoſt equally in- 
« different to me. Almoſt, I ſay; becauſe 
« the laſt is of the two rather the moſt de- 


« ſirable.“ 


She aroſe, in ſpeaking this; and taking 


| hold of my arm, withdrew the hand which 


Edmond ſtill held; not without a ſigh, ac- 
companied with a look of tender ſadneſs. — 
He made a gallant effort to detain it. He 
was in viſible confuſion during her laſt ſpeech ; 
and there was in his countenance a mixture 
of ſoftneſs, pity, and regret,—Juſt as we left 

the 


130 THE CAPTAIN IN Lover. 


the wood, it began to rain with great vio- 
lence, ——I took to my heels, and left the 
lovers to ſhift for themſelves. You, Sir 
Richard, ſaw their behaviour for the reſt of 
the evening.—And now what ſay you? Are 
there any hopes, think you? You find no— 
thing would be ſo eaſy as to create a mil- 
underſtanding. between the lovers. That 
would in fome meaſure ſatisfy my revenge; 
but that is not enough: I would wiſh like. 
wile to promote your cauſe. You find, 
however, there is little encouragement to be 
expected from Miſs Orbe; ſhe is ſuch a 
ſoft, conflant ſoul.— What ſay you to our en- 
gaging the old man in the fray? That it 
ſhall never be a match I am poſitively de- 
termined, if it is in the power of woman's 
wit to prevent it. He perfectly doats on 
his daughter; and if he had but the ſſighteſ 
ſuſpicion that Hervey is not the moſt ardent 
lover in the world, feverel7 reſenting the in- 
dignity, he would be the firſt to break it off, 
He would withdraw his friendſhip ; nay, and 


in all probability, eſpouſe your cauſe; and, 
leſt it ſhould be ſuſpected his beloved was 
forſaken, clap up a haſty marriage between 
her and your werſhip, But would the gill 
conſent ?—'That the generality of us would 
not 
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not, is pretty clear. But ſhe is ſo gentle, 


ſo tractable, and has ſuch old-faſhioned no- 
tions of duty, obedience, and all that, that 
upon my life I pronounce the thing, upon 
the whole, extremely feaſible. We have all 
ſome ſhare of pride, more or leſs: ſurely, 
if any thing can, ſo mortifying an event will 
awaken hers. —Reſentment follows; ſhe would 
bluſh at her weakneſs for having loved an 
ingrate, ſo little worthy of her tenderneſs. 
—Jn ſuch a ſituation of mind, the tranſition 
from love to hate is natural. In ſhort, Sr 
Richard, our affairs, when duly confidered, 
are in a better train than I at firſt imagined. 


But, my charming Machiavel in petticdats, 
ſaid I, who is to put the match to that train 
which is to blow up Orbe's peace and ſecuri- 
ty? There is no time to be loſt. 


Leave that to me, returned ſhe, I have 
already concerted my meaſures, I am Eliza's 
confidante, you know: I will fo contrive it 
as to engage her in an affecting tete-a-tete, 
where, by my management, Mr. Orbe ſhall 
ſurprize us. After I have wrought her up 
o a proper pitch of tender ſorrow, her fa- 
ther will naturally enquire the cauſe. Not a 
word from his gentle daughter, you may be 

| $7 ſure; - 
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ſure; but J need not be quite ſo reſerved. 
for the reſt, depend on my addreſs: I wil 
engage to kindle ſuch a flame of diſſention M 
in this family, as ſhall not eaſily be extinguiſh. | 
ed. All that vexes me is, that we are al 
this while, without intending it, doing in the 
main no ſmall ſervice to Edmond. I do nos 
however, deſpair of ſeeing him ſometime « 
other ſenſible of his obligations to me.—I: i i 
not a little unaccountable that he ſhould be 
ſo ſolicitous to break off the match? Ar! 
you very ſure, Sir Richard, that it is a 
imaginary miſtreſs by whom I am to excite 
Miſs Orbe's jealouſy ?—You tell me he wiſh i 
for nothing more than ſome honourable pretene || 
to be diſengaged from her. We are not quit | 
fo ſcrupulous about the 'means.— | 

Interrupted. —— Thank heaven! you cy 
Why, Davers? Could you really expect au 


end to my epiſtle when I undertook to re a 
ow a female converſation ! ? 


5 7 4 quoth Thomas, womens tongues 
Of aſpin leaves are made. 8 


Adieu, Dear Davers. 


END or VoI. I 


